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The following standards provide supplemental requirements to the established Village Concept Overlay
Zone. All projects must conform to these design standards to be designated "eligible" for the Village
Concept Overlay Zone.
The purpose of the Village Concept Zone is to create and maintain an economically and culturally viable
downtown business district, an active effort must be put forth in providing walkable neighborhoods
containing a range of housing in an attractive, relevant downtown commercial setting. Part of that effort
includes a comprehensive set of design standards that can be used to direct and evaluate future
development endeavors in the Commercial Zone. It is also recognized that enhanced building design
projects a positive image that attracts users to the downtown area and will contribute to the vitality and
economic success of Poolesville’s service providers, retailers and restaurants.
Infill development offers an excellent opportunity to strengthen development patterns and fill in the
gaps. Vacant and underdeveloped lands interrupt the street wall and prevent suitable definition of the
street, a condition commonly referred to as ‘missing teeth.’ Infill projects can visually unify the street
through the development of these properties. The best infill projects are characterized by good design—
both in terms of architecture and linkages with the surrounding neighborhood. With good design, these
projects can help improve an area that is thriving or reinvigorate one that has declined over the years.
These Design Standards establish a baseline for architectural design appropriateness and are to be used
in conjunction with the Village Concept Overlay Zone requirements. For a proposal to be designated
"eligible" to use the Village Concept Overlay Zone, the applicant shall proceed through a discretionary
design review process.
The purpose of these standards is to:
•
•

•
•
•

Provide architectural features and designs that enhance Town character and streetscape
compatible with the Master Plan.
Provide opportunities for higher density housing in suitable locations deemed appropriate in the
Commercial Zone. Development is intended to blend and enhance existing neighborhoods with
application of site development regulations and design standards to minimize impacts to
adjacent uses.
Provide an attractive pedestrian friendly development which promotes community interaction
and connectivity.
Provide for open space and amenities to support and compliment community interaction.
Provide, where appropriate, mixed - use buildings comprising of housing and commercial uses to
enhance the character of the Town.
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General Design Concepts
•
•
•
•
•

Plan submissions utilizing a mix of housing types, shall be designed with single family detached
dwellings and up to a 50% mix of townhomes or duplexes.
Development layouts that require roadways should give careful considerations to
comprehensively designed walkable streets.
Pedestrian network both within the development and connectivity to existing walkways is
critical to the Town's vision.
Aesthetics and elevation design should embrace a diversity of household styles and types.
For designated properties that abut any zone other than Commercial, the contiguous lots should
conform closely with that zone to create a smooth transition between zones

Facade Design Concepts
•
•
•
•

Traditional architecture chosen shall be consistent with the highest quality traditional styles.
Building presence, from the street, shall be given priority as an important component of design.
Individual building units shall be clearly defined through use of such elements as pillars, piers,
material changes, multiple designs of porches.
Facade improvements shall include design elements such as cornices and moldings to add
character and visual interest.

Facade Materials
•

The use of natural materials, such as wood, brick or stone as the primary finish is required.
Synthetic materials should be avoided.
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•

•
•
•

Facade design and materials shall be of high quality for all facades. Secondary facades (side or
rear) should complement the primary facade and adhere to standard principles and
architectural style.
Exterior building materials shall be consistent and compatible on all sides and levels of a
building.
Use of plain or decorative concrete block, applied synthetic brick, vinyl, or aluminum siding shall
not be allowed as a primary or accent facade material.
The use of plywood panels, i.e., T-111 or stucco panels shall not be allowed as a primary or
accent exterior finish.

Building Features and Details
•
•

•
•
•
•

Incorporate front porches that are at least 5' deep on at least 50% of the units facing a main
roadway and on at least 30% of the interior lots
Main entrances
o The main entrance of each primary structure must face the street. On corner lots the
main entrance may face either of the streets or be oriented to the corner.
o Front porch at main entrance. There must be a front porch at all main entrances that
face a street. If the porch projects out from the building, it must have a roof.
o Front porches may encroach into the front set-back up to (8') eight feet.
Porch foundations shall be masonry piers with framed wood lattice, wood boards, or concrete
covered with stone or brick.
Stoops shall be made of brick, stone or concrete faced on all exposed sides with brick or stone.
Wood may be used at secondary entrances.
Posts and columns shall be wood or synthetic wood products.
Porch railings shall be a single material, either wood, vinyl clad wood, steel or wrought iron.
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•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chimneys must either be masonry or enclosed in the same finish material as the exterior of the
home to which they are attached.
Doors and shutters must be of a style consistent with the overall architectural style and design
of the home; must be made of wood or of materials that give the impression and appearance of
wooden construction; must be of a single solid color. The front door color and the color of the
shutters need not match, but must be logical and complementary or harmonious in any contrast
between the two.
Bay windows are an important element of a building’s design and as such, they must be
appropriately detailed and located with respect to other building elements to create a wellproportioned building.
All lots abutting Fisher Avenue with garages must be rear load. All other, where practical, should
be rear loaded.
Roofs shall be simple and symmetrically pitched, and only in the configuration of gables and
hips. The pitch of the roof shall be between 6:12 and 12:12
Dormers shall be roofed with a symmetrical gable, hip, barrel or shed roof.
Roofs shall be metal standing seam, slate or architectural laminated shingles.
Skylights shall be flat in profile.
Skylights, solar panels, vent stacks and other roof protrusions shall not be placed on a roof
facing a street.

Landscaping and fencing
•

To promote and enhance the visual and aesthetic appearance of the community, landscaping in
the front yard of homes is required. Specifically:
o Properties with a front lawn must have a defined edge between the landscape bed and
the lawn.
o The size of the property will dictate the number of plants that must be installed.
o Plants must cover a minimum of one-third of the landscaping.

•
•

All fencing shall be built from stone, wrought iron, vinyl or painted wood. No unpainted fencing
Fencing built of wood or vinyl shall be white at frontages. Fences built of steel or wrought iron
shall be painted black.
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Amenities
Where practical and desired by the Planning Commission the following elements should be included:
•
•

Trails
Community gathering areas/pocket parks

•
•

Sidewalks
Sidewalk from street or common walk to front stoop

Streetscape Design Elements
In accordance with the Poolesville Code, the following elements are required to create a visually
appealing neighborhood atmosphere.

•
•
•

Street Trees
LED streetlights
Landscaping

•
•

5

Sidewalks
Curb and gutter

