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Statement to Voters Regarding the BOE Primary
The Fair Access Committee for the Western County’s mission is to ensure that
residents in Western Montgomery County are treated the same as the rest of
Montgomery County in terms of investment in schools and facilities and the
availability of programs funded and operated by the county government. We believe
this mission includes not only working to influence government leaders to make
needed investments and fund needed programs in our area, but also ensuring that
those elected to office are supportive of the needs of our residents. In the upcoming
primary on June 2nd, there are two key seats that are up for election that help
determine funding and programming for schools, both for the Board of Education the at-large seat and the District 4 seat.
Our Review of the Candidates for the Board of Education
The Fair Access Committee has engaged with candidates by hosting a tour of
Poolesville High School facilities and a candidate forum in March. Most recently, we
issued a questionnaire to candidates seeking At-Large and Districts 4 Board of
Education seats. The questionnaire assessed candidate's positions on key issues,
mostly focused on how they would prioritize the build of a new high school in
Poolesville, continue support for the high school’s magnet programs, and new
collocated county facilities including a community center/senior center, and clinic
and wellness center. We based our recommendations on how constructively and
thoroughly candidates answered these questions, how they performed in a recent
candidate debate held in Poolesville, and their willingness to learn more about our
school by visiting and asking questions about its condition and funding.
Our Recommendation for Voters
After reviewing the answers of the candidates, we recommend western county
residents to support Sunil Dasgupta for the at-large seat and Shebra Evans for the
District 4 seat in the primary. In District 2, only two candidates are running in the
primary so there is no primary vote in that case. The two top candidates in the
primary for both the at-large and District 2 and 4 seats will face off in the general
election in November.

Learn how cast your vote-by-mail on June 2nd.
Visit: elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html
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SUNIL DASGUPTA

At-Large

FAIR ACCESS ENDORSED

1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
The first priority of any school or school system
must be to push for improved learning
outcomes and wellbeing for all students—and it
is mine as well. The harder question is how we
get there. When I started my campaign I wanted
to see smaller class sizes by hiring more
teachers, staff, and counselors; investment in the
mental health of students and staff; and to
rebuilding the home and school partnership.
While these goals are still valid, we are looking at
a post-Coronavirus future of budget cuts,
distance learning, unequal access, academic
loss, and trauma. These challenges are going to
demand tough decisions. Therefore,
strengthening MCPS today also means ensuring
the Board acts with creativity, empathy, and
transparency to bring the county together and
along through this period of crisis. This would be
my priority as well.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
Yes, I support more technical and vocational
education programs in high school. The Edison
CTE and the coming Seneca Valley High School
center are steps in the right direction. It is
important to keep in mind that these are
expensive programs because they require
specialized spaces and specialized equipment.
They require staff who are often hard to find,
though it may be possible to develop

relationships with trade unions who do their
own training. I also have some concerns that
students from minority and low-income families
might be disproportionately tracked to technical
and vocational programs over college readiness.
Seldom mentioned in this context are
journalism and media production as well as new
areas of study such as precision agriculture
technologies. These areas have tremendous
potential, and I would support exploring them.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
Yes, I support a total rebuild of Poolesville High
School. That is not as easy as it sounds, however.
The parts of PHS we visited with Fair Access
need to be replaced immediately. The newer
science building needs to be evaluated as to its
potential incorporation into the new school.
That means the construction design needs to be
drawn with care and input from the community.
Only then will we be able to know if the
budgeted $71 million is enough.
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4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
School-based health centers are indeed very
effective. I think having a health clinic/wellness
center that serves the entire Poolesville
community might be an even better idea given
population density and lack of healthcare
facilities in the community.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes, colocating a clinic and wellness center
and/or a community and senior center would be
a very good idea. It could open new avenues for
programming including safety, health and
gerontology, all high-demand fields, and will
make more funds available to the project. The
school system and the health department, for
example, could share some of the costs. The BOE
should lead the effort to work with DHHS or
Parks and Recreation and County Council to put
in place a memorandum that can bring this
about.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Yes, I support existing magnet programs at
Poolesville High School. These programs have
brought out-of-boundary students to Poolesville
HS and made the community and the school
stronger. The ISP program is an innovative way
to bring access to more rigorous coursework to
local students, and strengthening the ISP might
relieve pressure on local students who feel
compelled to join one of the magnet programs
in order to gain access to rigorous coursework. I
support encouraging all students, especially
those in ISP, to take advantage of the AP and
other advanced courses offered at PHS. Of
course, that means working with staff and
curriculum specialists at the elementary and
middle school level to be sure their students can
be ready for those rigorous courses, whether or
not they are interested in a magnet program. A
second thing we should do is make sure there is
adequate coursework in the feeder ES and MS so
that students are in fact ready for more rigorous
courses.
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7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
Given the imbalances in school utilization and
the fiscal cost of leaving unfilled seats in schools,
I think boundary changes are inevitable. The
only question is whether we plan for it or not. I
am the only candidate in this race to lay out the
building blocks of a fair, transparent, and
predictable policy of regular systemwide
process of boundary review and adjustment that
enables MCPS to remain abreast with
population and demographic shifts. Boundary
changes limited to select clusters often end up
worsening the balance while a systemwide
approach allows adjacency and stability to be
best preserved. Given that so many of
Poolesville HS students commute from outside
the cluster, the community benefits from
potential boundary changes that balance
overcrowding and underenrollment. I hope the
Poolesville community loudly and effectively
argues for a new boundaries policy.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
As things stand, I think it is not necessary to add
more overall capacity to Poolesville High School.
The school currently has viable student and staff
numbers and a very solid curriculum. Unless
there is a clearly articulated need for a new
program that would bring further countywide
interest in attending PHS, I do not see the need
for increased capacity.
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9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
The array of programs at PHS is very strong, but
the Ag Reserve is a unique resource that could
be used to advantage by additional
programming in modern agriculture. Local
farmers are already using precision agriculture
technologies; partnerships with both the Global
Ecology and SMCS Houses could give students
access to cutting edge techniques both in
theory and in practice. Other students, primarily
interested in machines and their design, could
work along side local farmers to develop
expertise in engineering and mechanics. The
area is rich in untapped resources.
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District 4

FAIR ACCESS ENDORSED

1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
My commitment to equity and excellence is the
reason I remain committed at a high level to
closing gaps in opportunity and achievement. I
am running for re-election to the Board of
Education because I am proud of the work we are
doing to address disparities in student outcomes.
We continue to make progress, but there is still
work to do. My experience coupled with my
leadership will be an asset as we advocate for
resources to ensure success for all students. My
priorities are a continued focus on expansion to
early learning for preschoolers, ensuring students
have access, opportunity, support and resources,
and diversifying our workforce with an emphasis
on recruitment and retention.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
MCPS has developed new career readiness
programs that combine strong academics with
real-world professional experiences. This
expansion will allow students to be ready for the
workforce. Thomas Edison High School of
Technology is unique among our 25 high schools
offering a variety of programs with hands on
learning. In the fall of 2021, Seneca Valley High
School will be another career readiness hub. I am
supportive of expanding this opportunity to
other areas of the county.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
the budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new Poolesville
High School?
As Board President, I recently participated in the
County Council Work Session held on April 30,
2020. My purpose was to state my support of the
Board of Education’s Requested Fiscal Year 2021
Capital Budget and the FY 2021-2026 Capital
Improvements Program. This included the 9 Major
Capital Projects that the board believes will
address the aging infrastructure and capacity
issues. Poolesville High School is one of the nine
projects included in the CIP.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels in
academics, the support Wellness Centers
provide seems critical for today’s teens.
Do you support a Wellness Center in the
new Poolesville High School?
As mentioned above, the centers provide a
comprehensive range of services that promote
the health and well being for students and their
families can receivte supports too. I value our
partnership with Montgomery County
Department of Health and Human Services and
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would love to see an expansion to more schools.
Our students can receive immediate care on
school grounds and being healthy allows students
to stay in school and perform better in the
classroom.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used for
future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?

5. The Fair Access for the Western County
Committee has proposed a new Poolesville
High School along with colocated facilities
like a community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?

Every factor is being considered as we consider
school and cluster boundaries. It is a fiscally
responsible approach to have the board review
the entire district when considering new schools
and additions. Our student enrollment has grown
by more than 25K students since 2010 and we
expect anywhere from 7K to 11K more students
over the next six years. We receive funding from
the local government and get increases in state
aid and our overall need for facility projects
exceed available funding. This boundary analysis
will give us a better overview and inform our
decisions in future boundary studies. Adjacency
will be key in this analysis. Students will not be
bused across the county. We will take every
measure to maintain our walkers.

I support colocation and would want a separate
entrance to ensure the safety and security of
students and staff.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would you
do to support the Independent Studies
Program?
I support the Magnet programs at PHS. The
Independent Studies Program seems like a great
way to have students combine strong academics
with real-world professional experiences.
Ensuring we have the non-profit or business
partners willing to provide students with paid or
volunteer positions would be a priority for
continued success of the program. Career
mentors would be another way to support the
students in the program.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS is
in the budget for a major capital investment
project and at the very least will be
substantially rebuilt, do you think it makes
sense to enlarge the school so it can take
more students from areas that are under
student population pressure?
The board intends to provide appropriate space
for educational programming and services for the
Poolesville Cluster while maintaining a safe,
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secure, and healthy learning and working
environment for students and staff. Poolesville
High School is one of the nine major capital
projects to address aging infrastructure and
capacity issues. The boundary analysis research
is not even complete and therefore not factored
in with the decision to include PHS in the CIP.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
The board values public input. I would be
interested to hear ideas from students, staff and
the community.
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DALBIN OSORIO

At-Large

1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
My three priorities are to close the opportunity
gap, recruit and retain quality teachers, and
ensure that all of our students are prepared to
be successful (as defined by them) within three
tenets: career, college, and community. We know
that every student will not attend college, and
this does not make them a failure. We know that
not every student will get a job right away, and
this does not make them a failure either. It is our
job, as elected officials, to make their education
experience as equitable as possible regardless of
the zip code they reside in. I intend to work with
other members of the Board, if elected, to utilize
both my classroom experience and my
Programmatic experience to bridge the gap
between academics and the real world.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
I support expanding access to technical and
vocational education programs. When I was a
school social worker at the Village Academy of
Maryland, we provided our students with
barbering, cosmetology, carpentry, and auto
mechanic training that allowed them to obtain
employment after high school. One of the
things we have to do for our students is begin to
bank victories for them in whatever arena they
decide to pursue, and that should undoubtedly
include vocational programs. We need to
expand what we offer and create vocational

tunnels into industries that our students express
interest in.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
I do. Poolesville High School performs better
than every other school in our County despite
their crumbling infrastructure. It is a joke, and
one I will tirelessly work with the Board to
change. I, also, support the construction of a
multi-use facility that the County can generate
revenue from: if that is what it takes to get
Poolesville residents a new high school, I am all
for it.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
I do, and I support Wellness Centers in every
school. I am a social worker and have provided
individual and group therapy to students. The
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one thing students across the board say is that,
sometimes, school is their one safe haven. We
need to foster those environments because an
investment in mental health care is how we
decrease the need for law enforcement
(something I already do not think is necessary in
schools), and how we ensure the well-being of
the whole student. Our schools need to
represent our communities, and we do that by
bridging the gap between the geographic
location of a school and the folks who live in the
area.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Absolutely. It is a creative way to solve a very
real problem in Poolesville, and around the
County. As the Program Manager of the Children
With Intensive Needs Program, I’m all about
creative problem solving, and believe that this is
the only way we can get to very real solutions.

I do, and I would like to expand the magnet
offerings at all our high schools, so all our
students get the opportunity to enrich their
academic experience. I would recruit teachers
specifically for the magnet school offerings, and
I would invest heavily in the Independent
Studies Program. I would push to make sure all
parents are aware of these offerings, and that
each students are given the opportunity to take
advantage of these experiences.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I think that we should not make any decisions
without data: with that said, we need the most
up to date information before we can proceed
with boundary changes. If the data shows that
our schools are not equitably resourced, then I
will support boundary changes. Inequitable
schools do not benefit any of our students, and
creating new clusters is not something I’m
taking off the table at this time.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
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8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
If the boundary research shows that this will
allow to more evenly distribute resources for our
students, then absolutely. I think we need to
make sure we have the adequate number of
teachers and support staff in place before we
even discuss enlarging school sizes, and the
mistake that has been made in years past is that
those things have not been taken into account. I
would make sure that that framework was
applied to these decisions, because we do not
enroll students and then worry about who is
going to teach them later.
9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I think Poolesville High School actually offers the
blueprint for what should be offered at our
other high schools, and its those magnet studies
programs that should be emulated across the
County. Global Ecology, for example, is one that
should be offered across the board as we begin
to train the next generation of scientists.
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At-Large

1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
If I am elected to the Board of Ed, in the first four
years I will: (1) Increase Diversity within the
teachers and school administrators to better
reflect the student population; (2) Build Alliances
and Strategic Partnerships with the community to
help our students gain real world experience; (3)
Create Opportunities for our students in the areas
of technology, marketing, and entrepreneurship;
and (4) Bring MCPS to the 21st century by
developing an online platform that engages both
students and parents in the learning process.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
Many of our students have not been served well
by the current school system and I would look to
add and/or expand on programs that offer
technical/vocational certifications so that
students who do not see themselves going to
college can start working right out the gates in
high paying careers.

3. Poolesville High School
has been identified as a “major capital
project” in the Superintendent’s budget
but it is not clear whether the $71 million
included in the budget will be enough to
build an entirely new, modern school. PHS
has been rated “red” in the recent KFI
survey and parts of the school are nearing
70 years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new Poolesville
High School?
Yes, I support the construction of a new
Poolesville High School and would work with
local governments to see how we can leverage
the funds to provide this to our students and
community.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels in
academics, the support Wellness Centers
provide seems critical for today’s teens.
Do you support a Wellness Center in the
new Poolesville High School?
I would support a wellness center and would
partner with other organizations to provide these
much needed wrap around services to our
students.
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5. The Fair Access for the Western County
Committee has proposed a new Poolesville
High School along with colocated facilities
like a community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?

has a responsibility to perform
boundary analysis every so often to determine
whether the school system is meeting its goal of
school capacity, equity, and access.

Yes!

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think it
makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that are
under student population pressure?

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent Studies
Program?
Yes, I support the existing programs at PHS and
would support the independent studies program
by highlighting the accomplishments of its
students and how they have contributed their
specific area of study.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used for
future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I am all for boundary studies. The country does a
census every ten years to count its population
and make certain decisions based on this
information therefore I believe the school system

Education is a right that is given to all of our
students in Montgomery County and I believe
that just offering an education is not enough. We
have to offer an educational experience that is
world class, that has meaning and relevancy, and
that says to all of our students you matter to us as
a community.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says that
in building or rebuilding schools, it focuses
on programming as an integral part of how
schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I would look into having a program on sustainable
agriculture methods and farming practices as well
as horticulture.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
My priorities are to make sure that MCPS can
adequately prepare our children for the future.
Our world is changing fast and our education
system needs to catch up. Whether it is
college-ready, or trade-ready, we need to make
sure that our children are future-ready. To the
end, we need to increase access to
interdisciplinary STEAM curriculums and CTE
programs. Furthermore, we need to update and
expand on CTE programs that will be in demand
in the future while strengthening traditional
trade programs. My other priorities are
community schools and innovative education
methods. The pandemic has shown us the
importance of being forward-looking and
constantly evaluating/exploring and preparing
for new education methods. Distance
learning/Tele-teach is a case in point. The
pandemic has also shown us how important a
local community school is important as well.
Local high schools served as the meal and
equipment distribution points. In times of crisis,
the location of the school and the service it can
provide can make a huge difference.

Currently, there’s one at Edison, and another at
Seneca Valley. We also need to expand our CTE
programs to future-ready fields such as UAS
operations, drone operations, and other
in-demand vocations. Furthermore, we should
explore a partnership with local businesses and
set up a pipeline where our CTE students can
gain real-life experience.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
Yes. I support the rebuild of PHS. It was evident
from my tour of PHS that some of the facilities
and equipment is so outdated that they would
become more and more expensive to maintain.
Renovation may cost less, but in the long run, it
may cause MCPS more resources.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
I support the expansion of technology and
vocational programs in High School. I think that
we also need to take geographic diversity into
account when expanding our CTE programs.
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4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Socio-emotional wellness is equally important
to our children as academic success. I am a big
fan of the community school concept and a
Wellness Center within a new high school is a
perfect illustration of that. Furthermore,
education campaigns and extensive community
engagement are needed to combat the rise in
vaping and drug use as well.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes. I think the colocation and the shared use of
county facilities are an innovative way to facility
planning. This is also aligned with my
understanding of the community school
concept as well.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
I support the existing Magnet programs at PHS.
To support the ISP program, I would seek
partnership with Montgomery College and
private industry such that our ISP students have
more resource in expand their horizon and
perhaps developed more rigorous and
interesting ISP curriculums

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
Montgomery County has is diverse in terms of
demographics and geography. I think we need
to take time to digest the boundary analysis and
its results before deciding the next step. I have
repeated voiced my criticism of the metrics used
and the way in which the metrics are measured.
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8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Given PHS’s geographic location within the
county, I think it will place a tremendous strain
on MCPS’s transportation system to get students
to the site to alleviate over-utilization elsewhere.
However, we can consider expansion and
addition of other programs as an incentive to
get some students to come to PHS voluntarily.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I think an aviation/drone operation or use of
automation in agriculture and conservation
program will be a good fit for PHS and its
surrounding geographic features.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
My priorities have actually changed once
distance learning revealed the capabilities of
MCPS to respond during an emergency. MCPS
has done a good job overall, with its efforts of
distribution of equipment and food to students
and families. Although, we can do better. My top
priority is to focus on what learning will look like
in the now near future to ensure that our school
system is prepared for a second wave of
COVID-19 that will coincide with the Winter flu
season. This would entail ensuring our teachers
are provided the necessary continuing
professional education that will allow them to
plan and prepare for hybrid teaching. Every
teacher would also have the necessary
equipment and tools to effectuate meaningful
distance learning. Preparedness for our children
mean we have a plan in place to identify our
most at-risk students in every school – whether
in need of learning equipment, school meals,
connectivity, and other essential items.
Preparedness also incorporates a plan for our
children with special learning needs and those
who attend alternative schools. Despite being
amid a pandemic, I believe that we now have a
great opportunity to reimagine our school
system to better address future learning. This
may be examining whether changes to what the
traditional school day and school year look like.
However, we must be mindful that any
proposed modifications include engagement
from all community members. This aligns with
my priority of supporting and implementing
transparent processes and practices in BoE
deliberations and policy making decisions.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
It’s important to provide students with various
pathways to be successful beyond high school. I
believe the CTE 11 Career Clusters offered by
MCPS is an outstanding program that offers an
alternative for students who may not want to
pursue post-secondary education. Being able to
obtain industry certification in a career increases
a student’s chance to success beyond high
school. I offer a couple recommendations to the
program. The first is to routinely revisit the 11
Career Cluster and ensure that the programs
align with the jobs currently available in our
county. According to a study conducted by the
Fordham Institute, students with less education
or who are low-wage earners are more likely to
not move away. If this is the trend, then we need
to ensure that the career programs being
offered, align with the needs of our local job
market. The second recommendation is to
provide students pursuing non-industry
certification programs the opportunity for
additional apprenticeship or intensive training
and education, to assure career readiness
immediately upon graduation. The best
programs keep the doors to college open by
requiring rigorous college-prep classes, while
also providing hands-on learning that lets
students apply academics to real-world
problems.
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3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
I do support the construction of a new PHS. I
believe that new construction of PHS, along with
colocation and integration of community
facilities benefit all members, not just students,
by providing access to several services within
close proximity.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Yes, I fully support a wellness center in every
high school.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
I support colocation and integration projects for
a few reasons. The biggest benefit of colocating
facilities is that it lowers capital, operating, and
marginal costs. Colocation of facilities also
address a range of problems within a local
community. Over the past decade, our schools
have become an important place where low
income students and their families seek not only
quality education, but also additional support
and opportunities that create positive
conditions for learning. Colocation and
integration bring disconnected services
together to serve its community. I believe
another important factor regarding colocation
of services is approval and funding. I was a
member on the Tilden Middle School and Rock
Terrace Colocation Committee for two years,
when I served as the PTSA President and Vice
President at TMS. The committee recognized
that if Tilden and Rock Terrace agreed to
colocate its schools, the Board of Education’s
approval would come quicker than if Tilden were
to request its own facilities. I am happy to say
that construction ought to soon be completed
on the two schools colocation.
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6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Yes, I support the existing magnet program at
PHS. I also support Independent Studies
Program. I would ensure that students enrolled
in independent study receive the same quality
that of classroom instruction, to allow them to
achieve the same educational outcome. I would
safeguard that programs are fully funded at all
levels. I would also ensure that teachers meet
the same professional requirements as
classroom-based teachers. I would rely on each
school to appropriately assess each student’s
potential to be successful in an independent
study program. It’s also important to ensure that
the curriculum standards continue to align with
state content standards, so that students are
able to pass all state required testing. Lastly, I
would support the school leadership, as they
have firsthand knowledge about the
independent study’s effectiveness and areas in
need of improvement in their own school.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I do not agree with the boundary analysis
conducted by WXY. I do believe though, that a
transparent boundary analysis is needed to
address overcapacity and under utilization in
some of our schools. However, I believe that
children should attend schools closest to where
they live, unless accepted into a magnet
program, such as Poolesville’s magnet programs.
The following factors are equally important
when considering boundary modifications –
proximity, school capacity, and building
utilization, and diversity.
8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
I think this is a great idea to construct the school
bigger, so as to accommodate more students
whether through growth in the community
and/or through reassignment. I will say for the
record that I support children attending schools
that are in their neighborhood and/or close in
proximity if the closest school is overcapacity.
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9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I believe Poolesville’s portfolio - the magnet
studies programming and ISP - are outstanding
and provide its students with multiple avenues
for success. I would engage and collaborate with
PHS’s Administrators and ask whether they felt
additional programs were needed. This decision
should be made by the school’s administration,
as they know best what the school lacks, if
anything.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
1. Ensuring that every day, in every school, every
student feels safe, welcome and valued for being
exactly who they are. Some evidence based
practices to do that include full implementation
of Trauma informed practices, and
comprehensive implicit bias and
microaggression training for all staff and in
grade level appropriate curriculum. 2.
Operationalizing real processes to bring the
wisdom and experience of students to the table
for every MCPS decision. Students know things
about our schools that no one else does, and
their lived experience in our schools is the best
barometer of how MCPS is doing as a system.
We can gather all the data we want, but in many
ways only the students can tell us what it means.
3. Open Data- MCPS must transparently share
data – performance data, achievement data,
spending data, climate data and on and on - so
that all stakeholders see and know the same
things at the same time and can bring collective
expertise to the problem-solving process. 4.
Consistency in programs, opportunities, and
quality across all schools, and equity of access to
high quality teachers and administrators, and to
all programs and opportunities.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
MCPS has an array of Career and Technology
Education (CTE) programs available at Edison HS
(where I teach) and come Fall 2020 at Seneca
Valley HS, and there are individual programs
available at some comprehensive high schools.
Each CTE program can lead to an industry
certification or national/state licensure, which
paves the way for students to move directly into
a high demand industry after high school.
Technically any student at any high school can
access CTE programs at Edison and Seneca
Valley, but clear, consistent information about
those opportunities is sporadic. Particularly
given that MCPS (and the Kirwan Commission)
has prioritized CTE opportunities and taken
steps to increase CTE seats, we need to
consistently engage with students and families
to ensure they have the information they need
to include a CTE option in their academic plans.
We also need to work with students when
determining WHICH CTE courses should be
added, and where they should be placed. MCPS
says demand drives access, but sometimes that’s
not the case. To make it easier for students to
participate in CTE options (many of which are
multi-year) MCPS should push MSDE to look
closely at CTE course content to pragmatically
identify core graduation requirements (like art,
tech, science, math) that are realistically satisfied
by CTE courses. It makes no sense that IT
Network Operations or Cybersecurity at Edison
does NOT satisfy MCPS/MSDE technology credit
requirements. Or that the Graphic Design and
Computer Aided Design/Architecture programs
don’t satisfy the fine art credit requirement
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3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
YES.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Incorporating a School-Based Wellness Center
(SBWC) at Poolesville HS makes sense, and could
well be used to address needs outside the
student population, which could make its
inclusion in the high school a county benefit
and enhanced priority. Currently MCPS has 12
SBWCs (9 ES, 3 HS) which serve students
enrolled in the schools as well as their uninsured
siblings and Care for Kids children living within
the zip code of the school. Typically, due to
safety concerns, there is limited access to SBWCs
during school hours for non-students, and no
adult health services. However, a SBWC at
Poolesville HS could safely serve a wider
community population, including adults, with a

direct entrance from outside the school and
operating hours outside the school day. Having
the array of services provided at a SBWC –
routine physicals, sick care, case management,
health screenings, vaccinations, mental health
care, dental care, lab services etc. – available at
Poolesville HS would make a wide range of
health services more accessible to Poolesville
residents, given the somewhat limited
availability of medical and dental services in the
community.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
I am a big fan of co-located facilities. Poolesville’s
location surrounded by the agricultural reserve
makes it truly a small town in a big county, and
geographically limits availability to some
services. Given that, the economic and strategic
advantages of co-located facilities - sharing
space and infrastructure, and making an array of
services conveniently available – are even more
compelling here.
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6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
I not only support the Global Ecology,
Humanities, and Computer, Science and Math
magnets at Poolesville, like all other great but
limited availability program in MCPS, I think we
need to franchise those programs to additional
MCPS high schools so that they are truly
equitably and geographically accessible to all
students who have interest in them.
Poolesville’s programs have developed a litany
of evidence-based best practices to deliver
those programs with high quality, that
evidence-base should be franchised as well. I
think the opening of the Career and Technology
Education center at the new Seneca Valley HS
could provide an array of additional
opportunities for ISP students who would like to
include a CTE program in their ISP course of
study. The ISP program already includes a career
focus, and Seneca Valley is far more
geographically accessible than Thomas Edison
HS. Many of Seneca Valley’s CTE programs would
also mesh nicely within the current ISP Areas of
Focus – IT Network Operations, Cybersecurity,
Hospitality and Tourism, Architecture and
Computer Aided Design, Construction Design
and Management, and Medical Assisting
etc.Depending on Poolesville student demand,
it might make sense to bring a CTE program to
Poolesville, or reserve seats for Poolesville
students in some Seneca Valley programs.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I think two facts demonstrate that a
comprehensive and pragmatic look at
boundaries, with some boundary shifts, is
essential. First, MCPS hasn’t done a county-wide
boundary assessment in more than 30 years
despite enormous enrollment growth, changing
student generation patterns, and the addition of
60 schools. Secondly, system-wide, at every level
(elementary, middle, high) MCPS is basically at
capacity, yet our utilization rates range from
65% to over 200%.We know that there’s
low-hanging fruit – under capacity and over
capacity schools in close proximity – where
small boundary shifts could even out capacity.
The better we even out capacity with available
space, the less need for capacity driven capital
projects, and the more resources (from savings
from fewer portables, reduced maintenance
needs due to reduced capacity pressures, and
less money going to capacity driven capital
projects) are available for non-capacity driven
capital projects. And that’s the issue in
Poolesville – dramatic need for a new school, but
without the capacity challenges that have driven
recent CIP (capital budget) priorities. Bottom line
– the more we use non-CIP solutions to address
capacity challenges system-wide, the more
money MCPS will have for much needed
non-capacity driven building projects like a new
Poolesville HS.
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8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Possibly – but I think that decision needs to be
driven by a pragmatic look at distance, travel
times, and other ways to address enrollment
pressures without adding substantially to the
environmental impact of lots of buses or lots of
cars driving students lots of miles every day to
get to and from school. Any additions to
Poolesville’s enrollment would have to be
program-driven, and not via boundary change,
simply because of its location in the midst of the
Ag. Reserve. Overall I think it makes more sense
to focus on the design of a complex of
co-located facilities – educational and
community – to enhance the cost/benefit
analysis of the building project. However – two
unknowns could change some of the analysis. At
this point I don’t think we can predict the
magnitude of the economic impact of the
pandemic response, and the last time we went
through a major economic downturn (2008
recession) MCPS experienced unprecedented
enrollment growth. I think we should be
prepared for that again

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
As far as the design of a new Poolesville High
School, I would suggest design to fit the current
magnets and ISP, with remaining space
incorporating flexible design to accommodate a
range of programs and classroom needs. I truly
believe that student demand should drive
program placement, and student interests are
not necessarily set in stone. Flexible design
makes it possible to add – and
remove/replace—programs as student interest
and demand changes.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
The following are some of my priorities• End the
drug use in MCPS that is impacting students’
physical, mental, social, and intellectual
well-being.• Transform our educational norms
for all students to be successful through
evidence-based best practices. • Support local
schools and innovative strategies to foster
inclusion, diversity, equity and civility. • Increase
transparency, accountability and
communication between students, parents,
educators and board of education members. •
Improve the engagement of students, parents
and teachers in the development of new
policies.• Ensure safe and supportive school
environments in all schools.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
We are in an evolving job market. It is important
to expose students to wide range
post-secondary opportunities; encourage
internships, provide mentors; and build
partnership with the community. My concern is
that there is no clear set of evidence-based
strategies through out the school system to
ensure success of all students. Life readiness –
including a certain amount of career readiness should be a critical mission for MCPS. Our
traditional emphasis on grades and test scores is
no longer enough. I challenge us to think about
broader outcomes, not just agreeable subject

test results. We know from much research that
standardized test scores do not adequately
gauge a child’s success in life. It is valuable to
support and measure student engagement;
development of social and emotional health;
critical thinking; ability to collaborate to solve
real-world challenges; and development of
strong citizenship skills.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
I am very supportive of building a new
Poolesville High School. On March 10th, I
attended an informative tour at the Poolesville
HS and an engaging forum. I was shocked to
find the asbestos in your school. All students
deserve a safe school environment. I was
impressed with the proposal of the community
for a multi-use facility that combines a high
school, community and recreation center - a
great example of innovative community- driven
solutions.
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4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
I am a board certified addiction medicine
physician who is currently at the FDA, but used
to work on the topic of substance use and
mental health at the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration. I am very
supportive of the Wellness Center. There is a
silent epidemic of substance use and mental
illness in our schools. I have first hand seen drug
use and vaping in schools. So many students
have told me about the academic and peer
pressure. Evidence-based approaches is my
number one priority.

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Poolesville HS has graduated successful students
from their magnet and Independent Studies
Programs. I am supportive of it and commend
you for your excellent programs. We need to
look in to the MCPS budget to find means to
increase support for successful programs such as
the ones in Poolesville HS.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
Boundary studies that do not have the input of
the students, parents, educators and community
are not valuable. I would want to first hear from
you on the challenges faced by the cluster and
your ideas on solutions.

On my visit on March 10th, I learned about the
proposal of the community for a multi-use
facility that combines a high school, community
and recreation center - a great example of
innovative community- driven solutions. I am
very supportive of it.
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8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Poolesville HS has amazing programs. In my
opinion, we should increase your funding so
more students are given the option to attend
your school.Dividing communities, as the
current boundary study rollout has done, has
resulted in many unintended consequences,
including creating divisions among friends,
mistrust, and much anxiety. Simply collecting
and using raw numbers to examine boundary
lines does not begin to give us a complete
picture of the realities of our community and
neighborhood schools. Many unfortunate
outcomes can result when introducing
comprehensive social change of this nature,
such as any eventual boundary change would
create - the sadness of children being moved
away from their friends, their lack of ability to
participate in after school events because of
further travel requirements, and sleep
deprivation factors caused by traveling further
from their homes to attend other schools can
negatively affect their health, which in turn
harms their educational attainment.Given the
rapidly changing populations in Montgomery
County, as we are gaining an estimated 2,500
new students each school year, we need to
understand how to best use our existing
facilities and think carefully about how we meet
the needs of new populations. Examining how

we can best maximize our tax dollars and use
our existing school system effectively is
important and must be done in an open and
close partnership with our community
members.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
Your school has been successful with its current
programs - that is your niche. Students need a
new and bigger school. My promise is that if
elected, I will go to every school and get input
from the community. If there are areas that the
community has ideas to enhance your school, I
would be interested in hearing it and following
up on it.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
1. Academics. MCPS graduates must be college
and/or career ready, with the skills necessary to
succeed in life. Did you know 67.4% of
Montgomery College students take remedial
classes in math, reading, and/or writing (source:
Maryland Higher Education Commission 2019
Data Book, page 10)? Many of these students are
MCPS graduates. This is unacceptable. We must
encourage the best and brightest teachers, staff,
and Principals to lead the charge by adapting to
best meet the needs of students in their schools.
2. Construction. We must tackle the endless
backlog of projects by opening up bidding to any
and all capable and qualified contractors. This
includes companies specializing in high quality
school renovations, adding solar panels where
practical, and making sure all new construction is
Net Zero Energy (NZE) – buildings that are highly
energy efficient, generate their own power, and
cost the same to build as traditional schools. I
have been very instrumental in making sure U.S.
Green Building Council members like VMDO
Architects, leaders in NZE, were able to bid on
projects and am thrilled they will be working with
you on a 21st century Poolesville High School. 3.
Testing. Standardized testing must be curtailed. I
will work with my BOE colleagues at the local,
state, and national level to make sure our
students are given standardized tests no more
than twice a year on material they are actually
learning. We need to get out of the way of
teachers, and let them do what they do best,
teach!

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
One of the keys to my platform is the importance
of academics and that all students be college
and/or career ready by the time they graduate.
One of the ways to do this is through
strengthening and expanding our technical and
vocational education programs in our high
schools. In these challenging fiscal times, we can
successfully accomplish this by forming and
expanding existing partnerships with local trade
unions and companies, encourage retired and
former teachers to return to the classroom and
work with our students, and bring
back/reinvigorate technical and vocational
education programs at our high schools
county-wide. Visiting the Thomas Edison High
School of Technology is an inspiring experience.
In that one building students learn a myriad of
specialties from nursing to plumbing, from
construction to cyber security, and so much more.
We need to provide this same experience to as
many students as possible where they are. I am
pleased Seneca Valley High School will have a
similar program to Edison as well. That said, we
must make sure all these programs are top notch
for our students. As your At-Large member of the
Board of Education, I will also work to
de-stigmatize the traditional perceptions of these
wonderful programs. I will visit communities
throughout the county, just as I did as an MCCPTA
leader and continue to do as a full-time volunteer
advocate for our MCPS schools, and let people
know these programs exist and are terrific.
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3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in the
Superintendent’s budget but it is not clear
whether the $71 million included in the
budget will be enough to build an entirely
new, modern school. PHS has been rated
“red” in the recent KFI survey and parts of
the school are nearing 70 years old. Do
you support the construction of an entirely
new Poolesville High School?
Poolesville High School, consistently rated one of,
if not the best high school in the entire state,
deserves a CIP project. It has been my pleasure to
watch advocates from the Poolesville Cluster and
Fair Access tirelessly working toward this goal. I
have joined your mission and given testimony on
several occasions to both the Board of Education
and County Council in support of your project
because I know why it is so necessary. Having
visited your school several times, I have seen the
water dripping from the ceiling near the gym, and
been disgusted by some lockers (on a ramp no
less) in the hallways which are so high as to be
inaccessible for some students. The community is
absolutely right to request a physical building to
match the incredible academic excellence taking
place inside. Yes, I support a new PHS. With
uncertain fiscal realities moving forward, I do not
want your project being put on hold. That is why I
successfully worked to speed up all CIP projects
by fighting to get MCPS’s Division of Facilities
Management to open up bidding for both
construction and renovation projects to all
qualified and capable contractors. Other
jurisdictions have outside specialists perform
architectural miracles with both new and existing
structures. Which is why I am thrilled VMDO
Architects will be working on your project. They

are a state-of-the-art firm. Their Discovery
Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia is a Net
Zero Energy showplace I have visited and
marveled at.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels in
academics, the support Wellness Centers
provide seems critical for today’s teens.
Do you support a Wellness Center in the
new Poolesville High School?
I absolutely support a Wellness Center with
additional mental health supports for the new
Poolesville High School one hundred percent. It is
vital for a community featuring one of the best
high schools in the state to have support services
available that encompass the whole student:
academics, physical and psychological well-being,
and social-emotional development.
5. The Fair Access for the Western County
Committee has proposed a new Poolesville
High School along with colocated facilities
like a community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes, I absolutely support the collocation of these
facilities, especially since the effort is being
requested by the community itself. This is a
fantastic idea that I have supported since the
beginning. Such a facility would unify the
community with Poolesville High School even
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more. It is a brilliant concept I wholeheartedly
support. And Fair Access for the Western County
Committee has the advocacy skills required to
get the collaboration needed among county
agencies, especially the flexibility in thinking on
MCPS’s part. One added benefit of housing a
senior center in this concept is the ability to offer
programming for both our seniors and students
so that they may interact with one another. This
would benefit both groups immeasurably. As
someone who spent a great deal of my time
with my grandparents, I learned many
invaluable life skills from them things I never
learned in school. And, in these times of
financial thriftiness, the extra mentorship and
companionship each group could provide the
other would be a tremendous gift to the entire
community.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Yes, I support our current magnet programs at
Poolesville High School. Not only do I support
all of PHS’s programs, I would like to see each
one of the programs, especially the Global
Ecology Program, made available to more
students. It is terrific. I also support the
Independent Studies Program, which depends
on several factors including the availability of
staff in the building to oversee and coordinate

it. In order to fuel these programs, we need
greater funding. And one person everyone in
Fair Access should know about is Poolesville
Town Commissioner, Jerry Klobukowski. He has
been a terrific leader in securing Operating
Budget funding for public schools statewide. In
2018 I had the honor of addressing a meeting of
the Poolesville Town Commission and asked for
their help. Casino gambling revenues for table
games, something we voted to allow in
Maryland under the premise of it being “…the
primary purpose to raise revenues for
eduction…” was yielding us a lousy $0.15 on the
dollar. Worse still, the state was substituting this
funding for their own, traditional funding of our
schools. Jerry heard this and took action. His
efforts got community leaders on board across
Maryland, and led to a successful statewide
referendum later that year securing funds for
our schools, the Lockbox for Education. Further
pursuit of additional casino revenues may help.
With no additional taxes for any of us.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I see no reason to make boundary changes to
the Poolesville Cluster. Like every one of our
twenty-five clusters, the Poolesville Cluster has
its own uniqueness that makes it special. And
fortunately, overcrowding is not currently a
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major issue. As for the school system as a whole,
boundary changes are not needed in most cases.
And in those cases when they are needed, the
request should come from the community itself.
This has happened twice recently: with the Unity
neighborhood, and the “Highland Island.” There
are some odd boundaries in Montgomery
County. They were done years ago, usually based
on the lifecycles of various neighborhoods and
subdivisions. That said, many people move into
a home or apartment because of the schools
their child(ren) will attend. Changing that is a
major issue. And I am a firm believer in the fact
all 208 of our schools should be schools of
excellence. No excuses. Before Dr. Jack Smith,
our Superintendent, took the helm in 2016, he
and I met. I was President of MCCPTA. My first
request to him was to have a countywide
meeting about CIP realities. Tell people the
truth. If they want all the CIP projects done at
once it will cost $6,000,000,000. If we want to
pay $6,000 for every person in our home, fine.
We can change boundaries. Or, we can maintain
what we have with voluntary shifts of students
willing to attend another, under enrolled school
nearby. I will continue advocating for such a
meeting.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Yes, I think many school catchment areas seem
to be within the scope of the boundary research
work. That said, the backlash to both the study,
and the way it is being conducted, is
tremendous. Communication on MCPS’s part
should have been much better from the start. I
would caution against overbuilding, unless that
is something Fair Access, and the community as
a whole, would like to see. One thing to
consider is if including students from
neighboring areas might be advantageous in
terms of increasing program choice, and
providing a more enriched student experience.
As someone who rose up through the ranks of
the PTA at the fifth smallest school in MCPS,
Belmont Elementary in Olney, it was challenging
for me to get extracurricular courses into a
building of only 316 kids. However, we did
manage to do so with lots of effort. And the
teachers, most of whom had only one colleague
per grade to work with, had an increased
workload trying to keep up with curriculum
changes. Ultimately, as your BOE member, I
would want to hear from you. Just as I would on
all issues.
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9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I would look into having a program on
sustainable agriculture methods and farming
practices as well as horticulture. more. It is a
brilliant concept I wholeheartedly support. And
Fair Access for the Western County Committee
has the advocacy skills required to get the
collaboration needed among county agencies,
especially the flexibility in thinking on MCPS’s
part. One added benefit of housing a senior
center in this concept is the ability to offer
programming for both our seniors and students
so that they may interact with one another. This
would benefit both groups immeasurably. As
someone who spent a great deal of my time
with my grandparents, I learned many
companionship each group could provide the
other would be a tremendous gift to the entire
community.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
There is little learning that is going on in our
schools. The relatively few books that students
are assigned to read are often far below the
students’; grade level (The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian has great themes, but is a
4th or 5th grade book, and it was recently on a
9th grade summer reading list), and we wonder
why reading scores are dropping. Too many
middle and high school students are having
trouble with basic math concepts such as
subtracting negative numbers or doing basic
fractions, respectively. There is virtually no
grammar being taught. We review students’;
college app essays and they are barely readable,
littered with grammatical mistakes and full of
just stream of consciousness (and not the good
James Joyce or Virginia Woolf kind). But what
does our school board do? They designed a
ridiculous grading system that caused rampant
grade inflation to occur. In some schools, the
WGPA to get into College Park is now above a
4.5. When everyone is getting As, is anyone
really getting As? They’ve eliminated midterms
and finals so that when students do graduate
and go to college, they are unprepared for the
exams there that make up the bulk of their
grades. Too many classrooms are out of control
because the BOE is too busy pandering to
overbearing parents and not insulating our
teachers from undue pressure. We can do better.
Let’s get politics out of education.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
I’ve provided countless consultations to
students and parents, including many high
school students in particular, in my capacity as
the co-founder of a local tutoring center (we
actually had a fair number of Poolesville
students as I believe we may have been one of
the closest centers to Poolesville). Based on my
experience, you can’t tell if someone is college
bound. It is also difficult to let someone know
that. You can’t just say, “Hey, Johnny, I don’t
really think you are college material.” Most
students want to go to college, and the goal has
to be to have every MCPS student be college
ready. With that being said, too many families
and students don’t have the right information to
make informed decisions about what path to
take. I’d be willing to bet that a lot of students
would consider going to a technical vocational
school to pursue a trade instead of majoring in
Greek Mythology if they knew that the starting
salary and job prospects of plumbers are
significantly better in the former than the latter. I
would also encourage schools to partner up
with local, trusted businesses so that students
can explore these technical and vocational skills
outside of school while getting community
service.
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3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
If the high school is a danger to students, it
should be renovated or replaced immediately.
However, during these very trying times that
may result in the second great depression, we
need to keep in mind that revenue sources may
dry up in the near future. With that being said, I
believe the funding is there. The MCPS has a
bigger budget than some small nations’; GDP.
Instead of endlessly replacing one technology
that always break and few teachers know how to
use with another one just like it, building nice
artificial fields, or putting up giant TV screen in
the hallways for announcements, we should
prioritize teacher salaries and having safe
schools.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Everything being equal, of course wellness
centers are important. If the funding is there
after we survive this Covid crisis, having wellness
centers should be a priority in everything school.
However, in addition to depression and drug use
(quite frankly, I don’t think vaping should be
mentioned in the same sentence, although it
too should be frowned upon), we should also
use these wellness centers to address another
important issue: bullying. While the
stereotypical example of bullying that comes to
mind is a freshman being stuffing in a locker
room by a senior, the truth is that bullying has
become a lot more pervasive and sinister is this
day of digital media. Stuffing students in locker
rooms is bad enough, but the impersonal nature
of social media has increased the frequency of
students saying things like, “Becky, Marcus
thinks you are ugly. Why don’t you just kill
yourself.” Not to mention, while bullying often
leads to depression, drug use or even suicidal
thoughts, it also has more than one victim, as
the bullying student’s behavior often stems from
being abused themselves and could also
irreparably damage the students’ life in the long
run.
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5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Of course, if the funding is there after we survive
the current economic downturn, I am all in favor
of colocated facilities. A lot of my students used
to go to senior centers to play music or do other
things, which not only brightened the members’
days, but also taught invaluable lessons to the
middle and high school students, such as
compassion and the importance of respecting
the elderly.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
I fully support magnet programs around the
county. I’ve had the pleasure to meet many
students in Poolesville magnet program. They’ve
all been passionate about the programs they are
in. However, I am concerned about some of the
changes the BOE has enacted in regards to
magnet programs in middle school in particular.
While I believe that universal testing is a great
idea that allows for students whose families may
not have had the language skills or resources to

apply to be considered, I also believe that the
Asian American community is rightfully
concerned that the selection criteria used to
diversify the pool of applicants went beyond
that. Specifically, only the number of Asian
American students that were admitted
decreased despite there being no evidence that
Asian American students scored lower than in
prior years. While I believe that magnet
programs should have more diversity, I believe
the way to do that is by funding the magnet
programs more and increasing the number of
seats, not admitting some minority students at
the expense of other minority students.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
Having diversity in classrooms is an important
aspect of education. Undoubtedly, students are
better off when they have an opportunity to
interact with other students of different
backgrounds and socioeconomic status.
However, forcing students to change schools in
the middle of their schooling will adversely
affect their mental health. Countless families,
including many minority families, who used a
substantial part of their life savings to have their
children go to a better performing school, may
find themselves financially underwater due to
falling property prices. Not to mention, children
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may be forced to commute longer to schools. I
also believe that the subject of redistricting has
unnecessarily divided our communities and
there is room for compromise that will take into
account the concerns of both sides. For example,
I would support a boundary analysis being
conducted by an independent commission
every 13 year that takes into account a variety of
factors including geography, diversity, proximity,
utilization, and home prices. However, if any
redistricting plans are approved, they should
only take effect during the next boundary
analysis, which will allow all school aged
children to finish school in their current school
district, mitigate the sudden impact on home
prices, and give families a reasonable amount of
time to plan ahead without living in the fear of
being redistricted. Moreover, during that time,
the neighborhoods that are going to be
adversely affected will be given a substantial
property tax cut to offset the adverse impact on
home prices.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
If PHS is to be expanded and there are
neighboring school districts that are
overcapacity, then it only makes sense to allow
those students to PHS. In this case, falling home

prices would not be an issue since PHS is one of
the best performing schools. Similarly, while I
hesitate to force students to switch schools in
the middle of their educational careers, under
my plan, students will still have the option of
graduating from their own school districts since
both the building and redistricting process will
take time.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
The biggest issue I have with how MCPS schools
are run is by the level of learning that students
receive in your typical, everyday classroom.
Based on my experience of working with
Eastern, Takoma, Blair, RM, and Poolesville
students, most of the students in those
programs are being adequately challenged. As a
result, I don’t have any specific
recommendations to change those specific
programs, with the exception of focusing a more
on the mental health of students since the
competition in these programs can get a bit too
intense as the students are competing with each
other not only for grades, but for college
admission. However, I believe the rest of the
students who are not in those programs deserve
a more challenging and richer curriculum. With
that being said, some of the changes that I
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
1. LGBT students have reported that their
concerns are often dismissed by in-school
administrators and that sometimes they won’t
see changes unless teachers stand with them. If
elected, I will focus on making sure school
administration is accommodating of LGBT
students’ and teachers’ needs.2. I was fortunate
enough to have the same counselor all four
years of high school, but not all MCPS students
have this privilege. Students have
understandably expressed frustration at being
assigned different counselors in different years
of high school. Developing a relationship with
one counselor is valuable to students in
establishing trust and in securing a quality
recommendation letter for college. I will work to
increase continuity in counseling if I’m elected.3.
I support major revisions to history curricula (to
more diligently recognize faults in our country’s
history) and English curricula (to focus more on
grammar and mechanics).

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
While I see great value in my university degrees,
I recognize that not all students want to attend
college. More students and their families are
finding alternate paths that more closely match
the students’ strengths and interests.MCPS can
reduce the stigma surrounding CTE programs
by more visibly presenting them as viable

options early in each child’s education. Younger
students and their families may not know their
likelihood of pursuing such alternatives quite so
early in the students’ academic careers, but
familiarity with their options well in advance
may help families avoid the notion that anything
besides college is a last resort.As the three-year
action plan on career readiness comes to a close,
MCPS should seek to meet the specific program
demands of county residents.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
I support building a new main building, and not
just because I attended the school. (There’s no
need to get rid of the science building -- that
was added about 10 years ago.) A school with
fantastic magnet programs should attract
students from far away (as it did for a young
red-haired Gaithersburg resident from 2008 to
2012). To do this, the quality of the facilities
should match the talent of the students. And
ALL schools should be fully ADA-compliant.
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4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Yes. Physical and mental health have been an
integral part of my campaign platform since the
day I filed to run. (See this article from the day I
filed:
https://bethesdamagazine.com/bethesda-beat/
schools/poolesville-high-graduate-running-formontgomery-county-school-board/)

5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes! I am all about efficiency and best practices.
This proposal deservedly has widespread
support among the candidates for Board of
Education, as demonstrated at the Fair Access
forum.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
I was a SMCS student in 9th grade and an ISP
student the rest of my high school career. I
recognize the value of all four PHS programs.I sat
in MCPS classrooms eight years ago. There is a
palpable difference between classes of 24 and
classes of 28. Our schools should have enough
teachers to significantly lower the average class
size. Classes with too many students are
lose-lose: the classes are more difficult for
teachers to manage (both during class sessions
and with outside-of-class tasks like grading), and
students don’t receive as much attention as they
should. If elected, I will strive to hire more
teachers.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
Throughout my entire campaign, I have been on
the record as supporting the long-overdue
boundary analysis. I appreciate that the
consultant’s analysis (per Board of Education
policy) is considering linguistic, ethnic, and
socioeconomic diversity in addition to proximity
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and capacity. The benefits of diverse schools are
not superficial; they are tangible, concrete, and
long-lasting. I have been reading the
consultant’s interim report, and if elected, I will
take the interim and final reports very seriously
as significant policymaking resources.I truly
believe we will be able to use these reports to
improve on all fronts: capacity, proximity, and
diversity. Post-analysis boundary studies will
likely demonstrate need for significant boundary
changes. I feel it is too early to speculate on
specific changes, but I note from the interim
report that while Monocacy Elementary School
is significantly below capacity, it appears to have
the highest average distance its students travel
to school of all MCPS elementary schools.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I believe the prevalence of special programs,
including magnet programs, should be
increased countywide. While I would be
dedicated to strengthening the four houses, I
would look to expand programming in other
schools before doing so for Poolesville High
School. For example, language immersion
programs are found mostly in central and
eastern parts of the county; Poolesville
Elementary School and John Poole Middle
School could benefit greatly from language
immersion programs.

I do think adding capacity makes sense, which is
one reason I support constructing a new main
building (see discussion above).

Learn how cast your vote-by-mail on June 2nd.
Visit: elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee.html

38

STEPHEN AUSTIN

At-Large

1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
Keeping students in their neighborhood schools
and improving ALL schools to close the
achievement gap and address equity disparity.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
I absolutely support that. My father was a metal
trades teacher and a machinist, and my brother
is an electrician so I have seen first-hand how
these skills can be good careers. I think we need
to expand the CTE programs to more schools
and add more specialties. We also need to do a
better job of marketing these programs to our
students. This country has a big shortage of
trades.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
Yes I do. I have toured the school, and it is time
for a new structure. Some of my opponents
want "non-CIP solutions for overcrowding", but I
fear this will create a lower permanent baseline
for future funding. I want to push for MORE
funding so schools like Poolesville can be rebuilt.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
100%. We are in dire need of more mental health
professionals and facilities across all of MCPS.
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5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
I think it’s a brilliant idea. It can allow for more
creative funding and a building that is more
utilized by the entire community.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Definitely. I think we should cross-pollinate both
programs more and hopefully a new structure
will allow for expanding them as well.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
No, other than very minor ones to allow for easy
capacity shifts. I do not support anything more
comprehensive because I feel that moving
students is quite traumatic. I moved three times
against my will in middle school as my father
looked for steady employment and it was very
difficult for me to adjust.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Maybe slightly, but I would want to see the
magnet programs grow as well.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
If there is capacity, maybe a trades program.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
Focus on families, communities, and teachers
who do not have a voice in the current political
system to manage and oversee public school
resources. I intend to ensure that all
hardworking families have the same equitable
opportunity to succeed regardless of where they
live in the county.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
Short answer - YES

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
MCSP staff and leadership should encourage
public service and military service as a
vocational choices in addition existing technical
and vocational education programs in high
school. MCPS should offer more vocational
training than can be utilized immediately upon
graduation (carpentry, metal work, machine
maintenance, computer aided manufacturing,
horticulture, bookkeeping, graphic design, data
analysis etc.)

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
I support a community center that includes a
wellness center with a high school as part of the
infrastructure so that the building utilization
rates go up from 50% to more than 80%.
5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
I support a community center that includes a
wellness center with a high school as part of the
infrastructure so that the building utilization
rates go up from 50% to more than 80%.
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6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
YES, I fully support existing magnet programs at
PHS and the expansion of independent studies
that are grounded in additional access to high
speed broadband and subscriptions to massive
on-line courses (MOCs) such as edx and udemy.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I fully support periodic boundary studies that
are conducted on a cyclic basis such as after
every census update. Boundary changes should
be contiguous and compact in order to ensure
that proximity, utilization, stability, and diversity
are not used to establish school cachement
areas on unproven social science theories.
Furthermore, boundary studies and changes
should not impact family and community
quality of life.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
No, my understanding of the boundary studies
is that they are an attempt to ensure exact racial
quotas in each school regardless of the
community demographics. I would defer
judgement on new school boundaries to a time
when the funding is actually committed to build
the new school.
9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
I believe that a curriculum around data would be
very useful as we transition from an industrial
economy to a digital economy. Poolesville would
benefit from a formal data science program
where students learn how to harness big data
sets and draw business insights from them.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
An all inclusive approach to planning and
implementation of activities. Need based
assessment to bridge the existing gap of
inequalities.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?
Provide a clear exit strategy that would provide
continuity in career growth and development.
Provide a one stop shop career guidance and
counseling. Provide resources to support through
partnerships.
3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in the
Superintendent’s budget but it is not clear
whether the $71 million included in the
budget will be enough to build an entirely
new, modern school. PHS has been rated
“red” in the recent KFI survey and parts of
the school are nearing 70 years old. Do
you support the construction of an entirely
new Poolesville High School?
Yes, I do.

4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels in
academics, the support Wellness Centers
provide seems critical for today’s teens.
Do you support a Wellness Center in the
new Poolesville High School?
Yes, I do.

5. The Fair Access for the Western County
Committee has proposed a new Poolesville
High School along with colocated facilities
like a community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes, I do.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would you
do to support the Independent Studies
Program?
Yes, I do. Resource mobilization and diversification
of the program to widen scope of operations and
access.
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7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used for
future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
No. Boundaries consideration should be based on
the demographics and resources allocation.
Similarly proximities and access.

8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS is
in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least will
be substantially rebuilt, do you think it
makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that are
under student population pressure?
Yes, improvements of the facility is critical to
access and relevance.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says that
in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
Program diversification for access and also create
an opportunity for a greater target population.
Clear exit strategy for continuity and best
practice.
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1. What are your priorities for
strengthening the MCPS?
My priorities are: 1. More real world education While tech jobs are the future, we can’t forget
about the fact that we’ll always need skilled
plumbers, electricians, and carpenters. Did you
know the average age of a plumber is 58? We
need to expand vocational programs to more
schools. 2. Keep MCPS #1 by hiring and most
importantly retaining the best teachers and
staff. 3. Keep our schools local - Students should
go to the school closest to them geographically
unless they are going to a special program at a
different school. 4. Ensure basic services - No
school should be without heat, working
equipment, or be deteriorating from old age. All
of our schools should be safe and modern. We
need to be proactive for our growing
population. 5. Fix the little things - Our snow day
policy is not right. We can’t at 8am decide to
switch from a 2 hour delay to closed. That
inconveniences thousands of parents. We need a
snow day policy that students and parents can
rely on.

2. How should MCPS better provide for
students who are not college bound? Do
you support technical and vocational
education programs in high school?

carpentry in college, and used those skills to get
my first job out of college as a professional
carpenter. Too many students don’t learn a trade
or a skill that can be useful in finding a job.While
the programs at Edison are great, we need to
expand them. There are many special programs
around the county in all sorts of fields. But we
need to have these vocational programs
available at more schools.

3. Poolesville High School has been
identified as a “major capital project” in
the Superintendent’s budget but it is not
clear whether the $71 million included in
tthe budget will be enough to build an
entirely new, modern school. PHS has
been rated “red” in the recent KFI survey
and parts of the school are nearing 70
years old. Do you support the
construction of an entirely new
Poolesville High School?
Yes, I do. Poolesville and much of Upcounty
have been underserved for decades. One of my
other priorities is making sure all schools are safe
and modern. Poolesville High School has had
several instances where this has not been the
case, from asbestos to electrical problems to just
plain wear and tear on a 70 year old school.

That is my top priority! As I mentioned above,
students need to be better prepared for real
world jobs. At Edison High School, you can
learn to be an electrician, plumber, or auto
repair worker. Those are good jobs that you can
get right here in Montgomery County. I learned
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4. Wellness Centers, providing a wide
range of health and mental health care for
students, are now available in some
schools. With depression, pressures
regarding drug use and vaping, and
pressures to perform at very high levels
in academics, the support Wellness
Centers provide seems critical for today’s
teens. Do you support a Wellness Center
in the new Poolesville High School?
Yes, this would be a great addition to the new
Poolesville High School.
5. The Fair Access for the Western
County Committee has proposed a new
Poolesville High School along with
colocated facilities like a
community/senior center, and a
clinic/wellness center. Do you support the
colocation of county facilities like these
with PHS?
Yes, we’ve combined other buildings in the past
with great success - the new Wheaton
library/community center combines two needs,
a rec center and a new library, all into one
building. We can do the same for Poolesville - a
new high school, senior center, wellness clinic all
in one place. It will even bring some new jobs to
Poolesville.

6. Poolesville High School has Global
Ecology, Humanities, and Computer,
Science and Math “Houses” in its magnet
school offerings. It also has Independent
Studies for those not in the magnet
programs. Do you support the existing
Magnet programs at PHS? What would
you do to support the Independent
Studies Program?
Yes, I support the magnet programs at
Poolesville High School. It is the only school
with three separate programs, including
regional and countywide. I support the
Independent Studies Program as well. It’s a
unique program that allows students more
choice on where to focus their studies.

7. Superintendent Smith has said the
recent research on cluster boundaries is
not “a boundary study” but will be used
for future boundary studies. Do you think
boundary changes are needed based on
the cluster boundary research and if so
why? What impact would your opinions
have on the Poolesville Cluster?
I believe that boundary changes should be
made only for geographical and capacity
reasons. Students should primarily go to the
school closest to them. Also, the map can be
adjusted slightly to change what school they go
to, in order to balance capacity at each school so
that we don’t have one school at 120% capacity
while the nearest school is at 80%.
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8. Boundaries for students going to
Poolesville area schools seem to be a
focus of the boundary research work. Is
that your understanding? Given that PHS
is in the budget for a major capital
investment project and at the very least
will be substantially rebuilt, do you think
it makes sense to enlarge the school so it
can take more students from areas that
are under student population pressure?
Yes, the new high school will help with
overcrowding. In another part of the county the
new Crown high school will help the schools
around it (Richard Montgomery and Quince
Orchard) hopefully solve their overcrowding
problem. We need to be more proactive about
our future. By the time a project is proposed,
approved, planned, paid for, and completed,
several years have passed, and our population
has grown even more.

9. Poolesville has highly successful
magnet studies programs. MCPS says
that in building or rebuilding schools, it
focuses on programming as an integral
part of how schools are designed. Is there
programming for Poolesville High School
that you think needs to be considered in
addition to its existing portfolio of
programs?
As I stated earlier, Poolesville’s magnet programs
are second to none. With Global Ecology,
Humanities, SMCS, and Independent Studies,
there are many options available to students.
With the new high school, these programs
should have more resources and infrastructure
available and continue to thrive. I would be
open to new programming if that is something
the community is interested in as well.
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