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[bookmark: _Hlk4493977]The Honorable Governor Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr.
100 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925

The Honorable State Senator Brian J. Feldman
104 James Senate Office Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Governor Hogan and State Senator Feldman:

I am asking you to support the school construction legislation entitled Build to Learn Act of 2019 (House Bill 727/Senate Bill 731) that is now under consideration in the legislature.  Along with other municipalities, PTSA leaders and government officials in Montgomery County, our residents believe that this legislation is vital to providing a 21st century education for our students and needs to be passed this year.

In offering our support, we would particularly like to highlight Poolesville and Western Montgomery County as prime examples of why this legislation is so vital.

As you are aware, Poolesville sits in the middle of Montgomery County’s Agricultural (Ag) Reserve, an area of farm land and green space that was preserved by legislation adopted by Montgomery County decades ago.  The policies establishing the Ag Reserve preserved 80,000 plus acres for farming, parks and open land and have prohibited or prevented investment in major developments and large buildings in Western Montgomery County.  The Ag Reserve benefits the entire Washington area and the vast majority of people who have lived here for years or have moved recently to the area support its continued existence.

The policies establishing the Ag Reserve mean that the area - which represents almost a third of the land area of Montgomery County – will have little or no population growth.   Those of us who live here understand that and appreciate the fact that we can live in such a beautiful, open area.

While the population pressures of the surrounding Washington, D. C. suburban areas attract far more attention, our rural area’s lack of population has made it very difficult to obtain the resources and services our residents deserve.  They mask the lack of investment that has occurred in the Western Montgomery County to provide needed services and a modern high school.

As a result, large sections of our high school are almost 70 years old and people in the Western Montgomery County do not have nearby access to a community/senior center or health clinics.   Continuous and routine access to police services is also not possible because of the lack of facilities in our area.

Pointing fingers regarding the reasons this situation has continued for so long is not productive.  That is why the Fair Access for the Western Montgomery County Committee was formally established by the Poolesville Commissioners.  The Committee came up with an innovative solution - a Multi-Use Facility.   This facility would provide:
· a new 21st Century high school in which our students can learn and succeed academically 
· a community center where Poolesville and Western Montgomery County residents of all ages can receive needed services and recreate.
This idea builds upon work already accomplished by Montgomery County to create more efficient and cost-effective ways to build modern county facilities.

To his credit, County Executive Marc Elrich has funded a study in his 2019 budget amendments to examine the Western Montgomery County service needs and to propose solutions and supported the idea of a Multi-Use Facility in his budget proposal.  The Superintendent of Schools has also endorsed such a facility and supported a study to look at how to modernize Poolesville High School.  For the first time in many years, we are seeing the beginnings of real efforts to help remedy the decades long lack of attention to our school and Western Montgomery County residents’ service needs.

Our residents understand the proposed construction legislation is no guarantee that our proposal would be funded; however, it significantly expands the options available to Montgomery County officials.  This coupled with our proposed efficient and innovative Multi-Use Facility offers a path forward that is the most promising we have seen in decades.

We urge you to support the school construction legislation and are hopeful its passage will mean a new chapter in our area.

Sincerely,



(Your Name)

cc:  State Delegate Kathleen Dumais
       State Delegate Lily Qi
       State Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo
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The Honorable State Senator Brian J. Feldman
104 James Senate Office Building
11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
Email Address:  brian.feldman@senate.state.md.us
Telephone Number:  410-841-3169 | 301-858-3169
Fax: 410-841-3607 | 301-858-3607

The Honorable State Delegate Kathleen M. Dumais
313 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
Email Address:  kathleen.dumais@house.state.md.us
Telephone Number:  410-841-3052 | 301-858-3052
Fax: 301-858-3219

The Honorable State Delegate Lily Qi
223 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Email Address:  lily.qi@house.state.md.us
Telephone Number:  410-841-3090 | 301-858-3090
Fax: 410-841-3120 | 301-858-3120

The Honorable State Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo
223 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Email Address:  david.fraser.hidalgo@house.state.md.us
Telephone Number:  410-841-3186 | 301-858-3186
Fax: 301-858-3112

