
Poolesville Pride Club Report 2025 
 
On behalf of the Poolesville Pride Club we’d like to thank the Town of Poolesville, MoCo Pride 
Center, and the residents and businesses of Poolesville and the Ag Reserve for their support.  
 

1.​ January 2025: Initiation of monthly Art Social meetups at Locals 
a.​ Monthly meetup hosting between 8-24 participants each month 

2.​ May 2025: The Garage local artist festival - booth 
3.​ May 2025: Taste of Riverworks booth 

a.​ Shared recent activities with local artists and politicians  
4.​ June 2025: Poolesville Town Pride Month resident testimony before Poolesville Town 

Commissioners and pride flag displayed on the electronic signboard all month 
5.​ June 2025: Pride Fest 2025 at Locals 

a.​ Annual event to celebrate Pride Month, included attendees from County and 
State representatives, local non-profit leaders, 18 different artists and vendors, 
sponsorship from Riverworks, and an estimated 3,000 residents throughout the 
day. 

6.​ MoCo County Pride Celebration - booth 
7.​ September 2025 Poolesville Day participation 

a.​ 17 participants in the parade 
b.​ We handed out over 500 mini-flags and distributed hundreds of stickers and 

signed-up dozens of folks to our mailing list. 
8.​ October 2025 WUMCO ScareCrow competition 

a.​ 15 participants gathered to create our first place scarecrow art installation - “Pink 
Bony Club” - we won an award for a half-page Ad in our local paper The 
Monocacy Monocle  

9.​ October 2025 Rocky Horror Picture Show Screening 
a.​ 36 participants gathered at our Old Town Hall for a Rocky Horror Picture Show 

Screening 
10.​December 2025 Pride Basket for WUMCO  

a.​ Donations and/or purchases from different local queer artists and creators to 
create a basket to raise money for WUMCO  
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Poolesville Pride Club Booth at The Garage Pride Fest  - local youth artist venue - Boyds, MD 
 

 



 
Pride Fest 2025 

 



Pride Fest 2025 

 
Pride Fest 2025 
 

 



 
Pride Fet 2025 Audience 

 



 
Drag Story  Hour - Pride Fest 2025 - “Bella Naughty” 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 



 



 
Pride Fest 2025 - Baby Chicks Station - local farmer Mark Walter  
 

 

 



 
 
 

Conversations with Queer Student Union 2024-2025 
 
Letter from QSU to the Town as read by Mehrsa Paksima May 2024 - inspired the pride 
flag on display on the electronic signboard for the first time in June 2025 : 
 
To the Commissioners of Poolesville, 
 
We are students at Poolesville High School. Some of us are residents of Poolesville, and some 
of us commute from other parts of the county to PHS every day for school. We love our school 
and appreciate the teachers, businesses, and community that support us. We are writing to you 
with a simple request: please wave a Pride flag proudly next to the American flag on Whalen 
Commons.  
 
Pride flags are a symbol of inclusivity, not only for the Queer community - but for anyone who 
has ever felt like they weren’t part of the majority.A community that advertises its inclusivity not 
only supports the queer community, but also send a message of welcome to other underrepresented 
groups. Waving a Pride flag year round is a statement of solidarity - it sends a clear message of 

 



shared values, whereas waving a Pride flag only in the month of June feels like a seasonal 
decoration or a token gesture to appease the Queer community. 
 
The American flag is an aspirational symbol - from the beginning, when this country was 
founded, the freedom and rights represented by the American flag only included white, 
land-owning men. The struggle to help America realize its aspiration of true equity and freedoms 
is ongoing - and is real and present for the LGBTQIA+ community. All we are fighting for are the 
basic rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” There are many places in the United 
States where these basic rights are still denied to Queer kids. Fortunately we don’t live 
somewhere like Florida - instead we live here in Maryland where we generally feel safe...as long 
as we’re quiet and stay somewhat hidden. 
 
When we make ourselves visible - come out to family, friends, our community - we frequently 
experience subtle forms of violence ranging from family rejection or hateful words from people 
online who believe our very existence is a threat to their own beliefs to fellow students who 
refuse to use our pronouns or names or parents who still hope we will become someone 
different. Safe spaces, like the Queer Student Union (QSU) and Project Uplift, have been a 
lifeline. Many of us felt alone and isolated in elementary and middle school where there were no 
gathering spaces for Queer students and a health curriculum that made us feel “othered” rather 
than “normal.” Putting up a Pride Flag in the center of town is like a beacon to every kid who 
feels alone - it says “we see you, you’re not alone, you are part of us.” 
 
The act of not putting up a Pride Flag in the center of town does the opposite. It makes 
Poolesville complicit to the loud and homophobic minority and it plays into stereotypes of rural 
communities. Our friends from “down county” often tease us about going to school in a “hick 
town” - but that’s not Poolesville at all. Some people think that open communities that embrace 
queer kids only exist in urban settings - but that has not been our experience. Poolesville has 
been a very welcoming community.  Poolesville’s homey nature lends itself to community 
solidarity. Putting up a Pride flag would send a visible message affirming what we have 
experienced to be widely held community values of inclusivity and openness. 
 
We know there will always be people opposed to our cause. We anticipate the angry messages 
from trolls online and are aware of the potential for our Pride flag to be vandalized. Of course 
this is hurtful - but it’s more hurtful when our allies do nothing. We hope you will prioritize our 
safety and our well-being instead. Raising a flag is a visible act of solidarity that helps us feel 
safer and more welcome despite the discomfort caused by a hateful minority . We are brave, 
strong, and resilient - we recreate things and through art reclaim and transform hate and 
destruction into something beautiful. And we can do this as long as we have adults and safe 
spaces to get through those hard moments together. As queerkids, we often look at the world 
from a different perspective. We are asking you to do the same - to see an opportunity to plant 
seeds of love where there might be hate. And most importantly, to be leaders who stand up for 
us, by waving the Pride flag, until we are old enough to do the same for those who follow. 
 
Sincerely, The Poolesville High School Queer Student Union 

 



 
Letter from QSU to Local Businesses composed in 2024 and distributed again in July 2025 
when Pride Club presented to the Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce: 
 
To the Businesses, Churches, and Residents on the Main Street of Poolesville, 
 
We are students at Poolesville High School. Some of us are residents of 
Poolesville, and some of us commute from other parts of the county to PHS 
everyday for school. We love our school and appreciate the teachers, 
businesses, and community that support us. We are writing to you with a simple 
request: paint a rainbow, hang colorful lights, put up a pride flag, place pride 
stickers in your front windows or displays - celebrate Pride month with us and 
help us know where the safe spaces are in Poolesville.  
 
Pride gestures are symbols of inclusivity, not only for the queer community - but 
for anyone who has ever felt like they weren’t part of the majority. A community 
that is safe and inclusive of queer students is also a community that is safe and 
inclusive for students who are neuro-diverse, disabled, or anyone who 
sometimes feels like the world wasn’t built for them. Consider waving a Pride flag 
year round as a statement of solidarity - it sends a clear message of shared 
values. 
 
When we make ourselves visible - come out to family, friends, our community - 
we frequently experience subtle forms of violence ranging from family rejection or 
hateful words. Safe spaces, like the Queer Student Union (QSU), Project Uplift, 
and community spaces that publicly support us - have been a lifeline. Many of us 
felt alone and isolated in elementary and middle school where there were no 
gathering spaces for Queer students. Putting up a Pride Flag or a Poolesville 
Pride Sticker is like a beacon to every kid who feels alone - it says “we see you, 
you’re not alone, you are part of us - and you are welcome here!”  
 
Thank you!! 
 
Poolesville High School Queer Student Union 
 
Taste of Riverworks May 2024  

 



 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Poolesville Day 2025 Parade

 



 
Poolesville Day 2025 Parade 
 

 



 

 



Poolesville Scarecrow Competition 2025  - Pink Bony Club 1st Place  
 
 
 
 
Funding Sources 2025  

Town of Poolesville Community Grant $2,500.00 

MoCo Pride Center $13,825.00 

Nora Roberts Foundation $0.00 

Gamma Mu Grant $0.00 

Tegan and Sara Foundation $0.00 

Private Donations (Mihm) $500.00 

 $16,825.00 

PrideFest 2025 -$12,539.56 

Poolesville Day 2025 -$361.63 

Screcrow & RHPS Movie 2025 -$389.30 

 



Total Remaining: $3,534.51 

 
 
In Detail 
 
 
Expenditures 
2025 
PRIDEFEST     

Date Vendor Amount 

Paid to Vendor 
or 
Reimbursed? Check # 

     

 

Event 
Insurance - 
Stump 
Insurance $245.00 

Stump 
Insurance - V 180 

 

PACC 
membership 
2025 $105.00 PACC -V 181 

 Amazon Order $968.44 Sarah - R 183 

 
Posters 
Printing $88.09 Sam - R 184 

 
Monocacy 
monacle - Ad $450.00 

Monocacy 
Monacle - V 182 

5/22 

Cugini's Pizza 
for Art 
Workshop 
JPMS $91.58 Sarah - R 185 

5/22 

Dunkin Donuts 
for Art 
Workshop PHS $41.17 Sarah - R 185 

05/30 2x2 Stickers $254.43 Sam - R 186 

5/30 

Plow and Star 
Farms baby 
chicks $233.00 Sarah - R 185 

6/2/25 
Grace Cotting - 
MC/DJ $500.00 Grace - V 187 

 Jay Selway $100.00 Jay Selway - V 188 

6/5/25 
Amazon Order 
(crafts etc) $1,008.79 Sarah - R 185 

 



 Riverworks $1,000.00  189 

6/11 
Ballooney Bin 
Payment 1 $248.47 Sarah - R 185 

6/5/25 

COSTCO 
chairs, table, 
tent $1,250.72 Sarah - R 185 

6/11 

CVS candy, 
sunblock, bug 
spray, Gift Card $224.23 Sarah - R 185 

6/11 

John's 
Hardware Duct 
Tape $30.38 Sarah - R 185 

6/16/25 
Balooney Bin 
Payment 2 $333.26 Sarah - R 185 

6/16/25 
Ixiana Wilmot 
Photobooth $150.00 Sarah - R 185 

6/16/25 
Jacob Kelley 
Drag Performer $250.00 Sarah - R 185 

6/11/25 

Michaels - 
ribbon and 
such - Kate $71.50 Sarah - R 191 

6/11/25 

Harris Teeter 
mason jars 
-Kate $57.00 Sarah - R 191 

5/13/25 
GSA Shirts to 
Lisa Shartiger $88.00 Sarah - R 191 

5/22/25 
Pride tattoos & 
paint - Amazon $21.00 Sarah - R 191 

6/30/25 
Juuni MC and 
equiptment DJ $500.00 Sarah - R 191 

7/14/25 
Story 
Tapestries $4,229.50 

Story 
Tapestries - V 192 

  $12,539.56   

     

Expenses 
Poolesville 
Day:     

Parade 
Candy & 
Ribbons    

 
Mini Pride 
Flags    

 



 Bags $302.35   

     

Club Info Booth 
Tattoos/Face 
Painting    

 Stickers    

 Pins $59.28   

Total  $361.63 check # 192 $362 

     

Expenses: 
WUMCO 
Scarecrow 
Competition 
Social Gathering 
and Art 
Installation and 
Rocky Picture 
Horror Show 
Movie Night     

 
Walmart Art 
Supplies $281.34   

 

Dollar General 
Snacks & 
Supplies $38.63   

 

Poolesville 
Lawn John's 
Hardware $53.44   

 RHPS Amazon $15.89   

Total  $389.30 Check # 194 389.3 
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