AGENDA

COMMISSIONERS OF POOLESVILLE

February 17, 2026
19721 BEALL STREET
7:00 PM
To join the meeting, go to Youtube.com. Search “Poolesville ”
Click the “Filter” Icon and Click “Today
The Town Commission Meeting will be visible.
A link is also on the Town Webpage

The meeting starts at 7 PM. You will only be able to see the
meeting once it starts.

1. Call To Order

2. Pledge Of Allegiance

3. Public Hearing Ordinance 230

Documents:

ORD. 230 STANDARDS FOR OFFICIAL CONDUCT FOR FEB 2026.PDF

4. Commissioner Announcements/Committee Reports
Jim Brown

Bryan Bupp - Planning Commission

Ed Reed - Fair Access and Sustainable Poolesville

Sarah Paksima - Fair Access

Alan Hobbs - Parks, Recreation and Streets

5. Approval Of Minutes

5.1. Minutes Of February 2, 2026

6. Public Comment

7. New Business
7.1. FY 2027 PACC Grant Request

Documents:
PACC GRANT REQUEST TOWN FY2027.PDF

7.11. FY2027 Poolesville Pride Grant Request

Documents:

GRANT APPLICATION - POOLESVILLE PRIDE 2027
REVISED_202404121123306440.PDF



POOLESVILLE PRIDE REPORT 2025.PDF

8. Old Business

9. Town Manager's Report

10. Adjournment

Public Testimony is Limited to Three Minutes
This is a tentative agenda subject to change.


https://www.poolesvillemd.gov/c99d5ef2-81bf-4293-bfcc-bbcedc5ebeb6

Ordinance No. 230
Introduced: February 2,2026
Public Hearing: February 17, 2026
Adopted:

Effective:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE POOLESVILLE CODE, CHAPTER 25, TO
ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR OFFICIAL CONDUCT REGARDING VULGARITY,
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION, AND IMPARTIALITY.

WHEREAS, Section 82-13 (Quorum and Enactment of Ordinances) of the Town Charter
states that the Commissioners shall enact ordinances only after public hearing upon reasonable notice,
and no ordinance shall be enacted by the Commissioners unless it receives the affirmative vote of
three of the Commissioners, and ordinances shall be permanently filed by the Town Clerk and shall
be kept available for public inspection.

WHEREAS, the Town Charter authorizes in certain cases the removal of appointed officials
for misconduct in office; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Poolesville depends on its officials to follow the law and make the
right decisions; and

WHEREAS, the reputation of the Town for integrity and impartiality flows from a
commitment to shared values; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners desire to ensure that all public servants treat the public with
dignity and respect.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Commissioners of Poolesville, that
Chapter 2.5 of the Poolesville Code is hereby amended by adding Section 2.5-1 as follows:

*k*k

Chapter 2.5 [RESERVEDB*] PUBLIC OFFICIAL STANDARDS

SECTION 2.5-1. STANDARDS OF PUBLIC CONDUCT AND COMMUNICATION.

A. APPLICABILITY. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION APPLY TO ALL LOCAL
ELECTED OFFICIALS AND ALL APPOINTEES TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND
COMMITTEES OF THE TOWN.

B. PROHIBITION OF FOUL AND ABUSIVE LANGUAGE. NO OFFICIAL SHALL UTILIZE
FOUL AND ABUSIVE LANGUAGE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO VULGARITIES,
OBSCENITIES, OR GENDER-BASED SLURS, IN ANY PUBLIC FORUM OR ON ANY SOCIAL
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MEDIA PLATFORM WHERE THE OFFICIAL IS IDENTIFIABLE AS A REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE TOWN. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, AN OFFICIAL IS DEEMED
"IDENTIFIABLE" IF:

1. THE OFFICIAL’S TOWN TITLE IS EXPLICITLY USED IN THE POST OR ACCOUNT
BIO; OR

2. THE OFFICIAL USES TOWN-OWNED EQUIPMENT OR NETWORK RESOURCES TO
TRANSMIT THE COMMUNICATION; OR

3. THE OFFICIAL IS WIDELY RECOGNIZED BY THE COMMUNITY AS A TOWN
REPRESENTATIVE SUCH THAT THE CONDUCT IS DETRIMENTAL TO THE IMAGE
OF THE TOWN.

C. MAINTENANCE OF IMPARTIALITY. PUBLIC OFFICIALS SHALL REFRAIN FROM
PUBLIC STATEMENTS OR SOCIAL MEDIA POSTINGS THAT DEMONSTRATE A LACK OF
IMPARTIALITY OR INDEPENDENCE OF JUDGMENT REGARDING THEIR OFFICIAL
DUTIES. HIGHLY INFLAMMATORY DENIGRATION OF FEDERAL, STATE, OR COUNTY
OFFICIALS THAT IMPAIRS THE OFFICIAL’S ABILITY TO PERFORM TOWN DUTIES
OBJECTIVELY SHALL CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THIS STANDARD.

D. DISCLAIMER REQUIREMENT. WHEN POSTING PERSONAL VIEWS ON MATTERS OF
PUBLIC CONCERN THAT RELATE TO GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS, OFFICIALS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO PROVIDE A CLEAR DISCLAIMER STATING THAT THE VIEWS
EXPRESSED ARE THEIR OWN AND NOT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TOWN OF
POOLESVILLE. FAILURE TO PROVIDE A DISCLAIMER WHEN USING A TOWN TITLE
SHALL CREATE A REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION THAT THE OFFICIAL IS ACTING IN AN
OFFICIAL CAPACITY.

E. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES.

1. MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE: A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION SHALL BE
ADJUDGED AS "MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE" OR "MALFEASANCE" UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN CHARTER.

2. ACTION BY ETHICS COMMISSION: ANY PERSON MAY FILE A COMPLAINT
WITH THE ETHICS COMMISSION ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION.
THE COMMISSION MAY ISSUE A REPRIMAND OR RECOMMEND REMOVAL TO
THE TOWN COMMISSIONERS.

3. REMOVAL: UPON A FINDING OF MISCONDUCT AFTER DUE NOTICE AND
HEARING, AN OFFICIAL MAY BE REMOVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS.

F. PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. IN
INSTANCES WHERE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ELECTS TO EXERCISE ITS
DIRECT AUTHORITY UNDER THE TOWN CHARTER TO ADJUDICATE MISCONDUCT,
THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES SHALL APPLY:
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1. NOTICE OF CHARGES: THE TOWN MANAGER OR THE PRESIDENT OF THE
COMMISSIONERS SHALL PROVIDE THE APPOINTED OFFICIAL WITH AWRITTEN
"STATEMENT OF CHARGES" DETAILING THE SPECIFIC VULGARITIES OR ACTS
OF PARTIALITY ALLEGED, AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY
SCHEDULED ACTION.

2. RIGHT TO A PUBLIC HEARING: NO APPOINTED OFFICIAL MAY BE REMOVED
FOR MISCONDUCT WITHOUT THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A PUBLIC HEARING.

3. CONDUCT OF HEARING: THE HEARING SHALL BE HELD BEFORE THE BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS. THE OFFICIAL SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE
REPRESENTED BY LEGAL COUNSEL, TO TESTIFY, AND TO PRESENT WITNESSES
OR EVIDENCE IN THEIR DEFENSE.

4. ADJUDICATION: FOLLOWING THE HEARING, A MEMBER MAY BE REMOVED
FROM OFFICE BY AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST THREE (3) MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS UPON A FINDING OF MISCONDUCT IN
OFFICE, MALFEASANCE, OR CONDUCT INJURIOUS TO THE REPUTATION OF THE
TOWN.

5. FINAL DECISION: THE DECISION OF THE BOARD SHALL BE IN WRITING AND
SHALL BE CONSIDERED A FINAL ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION SUBJECT TO
APPEAL IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

*k*k

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the provisions of this Ordinance are severable,
and if any provision, clause, sentence, word or part thereof is held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional,
or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, such illegality, invalidity or unconstitutionality, or
inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, clauses, sentences, sections,
words, or parts of the Ordinance or their application to the other persons or circumstances; and it is
hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted as if such
illegal, invalid unconstitutional provision, clause, sentence, section, word or part had not been
included therein, and as if the person or circumstance to which the ordinance or part thereof is
inapplicable had been specifically exempted therefrom.

APPROVED THIS _ DAY OF , 2026

James E. Brown, President
Commissioners of Poolesville
A TRUE COPY ATTEST:

Maggie Leibrand, Town Clerk
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TOWN OF POOLESVILLE
19721 Beall Street
P.O. Box 158
Poolesville, MD 20837
301-428-8927

www.poolesvillemd.qov
GRANT APPLICATION

Introduction

The Commissioners of Poolesville offer a variety of grant opportunities to local non-profit organizations
designed to further their goals to create and maintain a more fiscally and environmentally sustainable
community and improve the quality of life for all residents. Sports organizations are encouraged to rely

on fundraising.

Commissioner grants are funded through Poolesville's General Fund and are appropriated contingent
upon Public Benefit and the availability of funds. Organizations receiving grants must serve the Town of
Poolesville and its residents without discrimination based on race, religion, gender, age, disability, national
origin, or sexual orientation.

Public Benefit means that all residents of the Town may derive a benefit from the grant awards in the form
of environmental projects, safety, community activities, economic development, and benefit the public at
large rather than an individual, small groups, or private enterprises. In most cases, only projects based
within the Poolesville Corporate Limits will be considered.

Applicants are required to submit the attached Grant Application. Incomplete applications will be denied.
Applicants are also required to give an oral presentation to the Commissioners in conjunction with the written
application. Awards are contingent upon project eligibility and availability of funds.

The Following are the different types of grants available:

Mini Grants
Applications for "mini" grants must not exceed $2,500. These grant applications are accepted
throughout the year. Incomplete grant applications will be denied.

Eligibility/Criteria

Applicant must be a non-profit organization.

Funding must benefit Poolesville residents.

Project must involve Poolesville residents or groups.

If approved, the applicant shall purchase the product or services, and submit the receipt(s)

for reimbursement or submit invoices directly from vendors for payment.

* Awardees are required to complete a summary of the project outcomes, submit receipts
showing proper use of funding, and submit a minimum of two visual items to illustrate the project
(photos, printed materials, etc.) after the project has been completed.

Major Grants

Grants ranging from $2,500. to $25,000 are accepted and reviewed during the Town's budget
process. Application deadline for major grants is January 15 of each year for awards granted after
July 1. Late or incomplete grant applications will be denied.

Eligibility/Criteria
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e Applicants must be an established Poolesville civic association, nonprofit, or 501,3, c.,
Applicants must provide status documentation.

e Successful grant recipients must authorize one individual to manage the grant funds.

¢ Funding must benefit Poolesville residents, address specific needs in the Town and for
its citizens, and help build and strengthen the community.

Funding must be 20% matched through cash, in-kind donations, and/or volunteer hours.
Funds must be expended in the fiscal year in which approved.

If approved, the applicant shall purchase the product or services, and submit the
receipt(s) for reimbursement or submit invoices directly from vendors for payment.

e Awardees are required to publicly present a summary of the project outcomes, submit
receipts showing proper use of funding, and submit a minimum of two visual items to
illustrate the project (photos, printed materials, etc.) to the Commissioners after the
project has been completed.

In addition to the above criteria, the successful applicant shall demonstrate specifically how the funds
will be spent. Requests for grants must primarily benefit Poolesville citizens.

Grant Terms and Conditions

All grant funds generally must be spent in the fiscal year awarded. A written report detailing
expenditures and project/event success must be submitted as detailed. Failure to comply with the
requirements or expenditure of funds as requested will result in forfeiture of grant funding and
ineligibility of future grants.

Recipients of funds are required to provide appropriate acknowledgement of the Town's assistance in
any advertisements or publications.
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2. Type of Project and Purpose
Type of project/event:
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and meet the required criteria?

q) froy omelaeea  Ohneke ekl £, sx\\xjr«f} Iof"‘ Rmkfs f00 PAK Amm\
(:)\’M\Q‘/ F& \o_nk‘bv\v,‘\t Ql"&h,iyu\(‘?a Pq,’4h&,ut\ W\J(k ’Tcw’f‘ f,\/ /L¢(r1) (\, Mmk‘l'(/
Q‘«J\ J{: A¢C 4&,/ Ub\a“Q/'*&.rq\' bC’-l.Cv\,w\ -f

B\ p\"DV\\\L‘ an vy Ju\& M\“'(V\( peLfapiek ‘r@f \/13\‘\'\7\5’ 1 '/t.‘:ﬁk&i‘l‘f Cw.”

- ‘N\@"\\L\ bw:(‘ "lcm\ K M'nd‘\“\\ v gapol ,.\ ku\'emwﬁwc OMM mtﬂ—x

\?\L\I‘Q ‘éﬁi\x( f\'(‘u‘p \r\ou\«“ J«(i -(:/c“ /PA(( mmﬁ)ﬁ ch J:\\lvrl'(‘/\ —W\VMJ k\' e et -

3. Project Location, Date & Time Information

Project Location: L -
°\ Feb Q007 - Locrkor + evad Jatv TRY)
k\ t&*‘h:\al’k \ N\m., 1\DVL L\c‘\’ (S J'Lnu‘t'\w(\ = Smmm’ 3—-(716

Date:
Time:

4. Funding Request Information, ltemize expenditure types and amounts (How funds will be spent)

W A 1
q\ 3 000 Lo v, 3O ViE" O didete o T1OR wxf kA
‘ﬁm\ oy oot Rp\gg AL pwig) th\ by pv\v\&]  Toum o w,vQ \“\'Wayr\k\fd
LS \wmtv‘cJ '*\\,) \»{\\ 1QQ '5/"\ ke 6( ‘H’\‘r T"A((/ Lo L‘Mﬁlr\ﬂ
‘3\ Pp@&rd 1 ﬂ\]é()(} M\O ’fv I‘_) 0\{’ L«\/ Wknl«hl«’mc( W\um \A{/
m’@“ NP L\U “&Jf ! (5\‘\%\\& ka\ \AHW\ \ ‘F'\L?/\Lfl, o ch\ 14\3‘\7“}'5‘\
\ |\.VN\ \Q(\ qq M u\g\“\lﬁf\)iﬂéﬁ,Q ('-)(JOC L»"V\-' ": [ 2Tv o
} versibn £ Tadn QVQ&XJ\{* J Vo
5. Resuits “TOTAL G RANT REQUIST - i 5/6@@
Who will prepare financial reports showing expenditures and how will the success of your
project/event will be measur

G\A ,?A(C "V‘\\ (‘)"\Nwﬁd \/wl‘k‘\ 3 A/ @ (\n\f\kl rLHU\/J’(QJ ‘(\ V\'v“\\lwdﬂ\\\\‘}'\
" &«r\‘ 00 P ikt (Qri\mk\ Pivechy  hag b
VK4 D0 4‘«\\ v*(&\l\,\"\ N \Jﬂﬁk ¥ &L\bw\d (u\T&\\vW‘Q ‘3 :
\5\ \H\k( w\\\ wm'k vl e,( ] RGN £ Qn'\\i\m.l My ./‘,f\}le\J’LQI‘
P P W\“\"" (gt li &\D Up\d\ -(:mlk/\ l’)} cn‘\'rb‘j(\s»vt\ 5%&5’

P/\(( -/’\;Jv\ ‘pu(lft,«\\\\n Sv\&&\ ol 4[«\“( b(n*(f‘,( {L\\ Lm}\\k\ﬁ(, 4 V\’él k&(ﬂ p.«(km 'l'\

Page 3 of 4 Town of Poolesville — Grant Application April 2024




TOWN OF POOLESVILLE
19721 Beall Street
P.O. Box 158
Poolesville, MD 20837
301-428-8927
www.poolesvillemd.gov

GRANT APPLICATION

Introduction

The Commissioners of Poolesville offer a variety of grant opportunities to local non-profit organizations
designed to further their goals to create and maintain a more fiscally and environmentally sustainable
community and improve the quality of life for all residents. Sports organizations are encouraged to rely
on fundraising.

Commissioner grants are funded through Poolesville's General Fund and are appropriated contingent
upon Public Benefit and the availability of funds. Organizations receiving grants must serve the Town of
Poolesville and its residents without discrimination based on race, religion, gender, age, disability, national
origin, or sexual orientation.

Public Benefit means that all residents of the Town may derive a benefit from the grant awards in the form
of environmental projects, safety, community activities, economic development, and benefit the public at
large rather than an individual, small groups, or private enterprises. In most cases, only projects based
within the Poolesville Corporate Limits will be considered.

Applicants are required to submit the attached Grant Application. Incomplete applications will be denied.
Applicants are also required to give an oral presentation to the Commissioners in conjunction with the written
application. Awards are contingent upon project eligibility and availability of funds.

The Following are the different types of grants available:

Mini Grants
Applications for "mini" grants must not exceed $2,500. These grant applications are accepted
throughout the year. Incomplete grant applications will be denied.

Eligibility/Criteria

Applicant must be a non-profit organization.

Funding must benefit Poolesville residents.

Project must involve Poolesville residents or groups.

If approved, the applicant shall purchase the product or services, and submit the receipt(s)

for reimbursement or submit invoices directly from vendors for payment.

o Awardees are required to complete a summary of the project outcomes, submit receipts
showing proper use of funding, and submit a minimum of two visual items to illustrate the project
(photos, printed materials, etc.) after the project has been completed.

Major Grants

Grants ranging from $2,500. to $25,000 are accepted and reviewed during the Town's budget
process. Application deadline for major grants is January 15 of each year for awards granted after
July 1. Late or incomplete grant applications will be denied.

Eligibility/Criteria
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e Applicants must be an established Poolesville civic association, nonprofit, or 501,3, c.,
Applicants must provide status documentation.

e Successful grant recipients must authorize one individual to manage the grant funds.

e Funding must benefit Poolesville residents, address specific needs in the Town and for
its citizens, and help build and strengthen the community.

e Funding must be 20% matched through cash, in-kind donations, and/or volunteer hours.

e Funds must be expended in the fiscal year in which approved.

e If approved, the applicant shall purchase the product or services, and submit the
receipt(s) for reimbursement or submit invoices directly from vendors for payment.

e Awardees are required to publicly present a summary of the project outcomes, submit
receipts showing proper use of funding, and submit a minimum of two visual items to
illustrate the project (photos, printed materials, etc.) to the Commissioners after the
project has been completed.

In addition to the above criteria, the successful applicant shall demonstrate specifically how the funds
will be spent. Requests for grants must primarily benefit Poolesville citizens.

Grant Terms and Conditions

All grant funds generally must be spent in the fiscal year awarded. A written report detailing
expenditures and project/event success must be submitted as detailed. Failure to comply with the
requirements or expenditure of funds as requested will result in forfeiture of grant funding and
ineligibility of future grants.

Recipients of funds are required to provide appropriate acknowledgement of the Town's assistance in
any advertisements or publications.

1. Applicant Information ) )
Full legal name of organization__FPoolesville Pride Ltd.

Address 20004 Hickman Way, Poolesville MD 20837

Name of Authorized Point of Contact Sam Cooper
Phone: 301-704-5916 Fax:

501(C)(3), status if applicable: 901 (C) (3) application in process

Whom or what purpose does your organization serve: (Mission Statement)

Poolesville Pride’s mission is to uplift, celebrate, and support the LGBTQIA+

population of the Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve. We aim to do this

through creating inclusive spaces and joyous experiences for LGBTQIA+
“individuals and allies. We are committed to combating rural isolation and cultural

engage in social justice action and advocacy when necessary, our operational
philosophy mostly centers around self-empowerment and direct manifestation of
the world we want to live in, from the fertile ground of the Ag Reserve up.
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Sarah Paksima
Poolesville Pride Ltd.

Sarah Paksima
20004 Hickman Way, Poolesville MD 20837

Sarah Paksima
Sam Cooper

Sarah Paksima
301-704-5916

Sarah Paksima
501 (c) (3) application in process

Sarah Paksima
Poolesville Pride’s mission is to uplift, celebrate, and support the LGBTQIA+ population of the Montgomery County Agricultural Reserve. We aim to do this through creating inclusive spaces and joyous experiences for LGBTQIA+ individuals and allies. We are committed to combating rural isolation and cultural alienation by nurturing connections across generations, socioeconomic strata, ethnicities, and identities. We are grassroots and peer-guided. Although we do engage in social justice action and advocacy when necessary, our operational philosophy mostly centers around self-empowerment and direct manifestation of the world we want to live in, from the fertile ground of the Ag Reserve up. 


2. Type of Project and Purpose
Type of project/event:

; | Poolesville Pride Eest in : | Poolesville Day Parad

and Booth, Annual Scarecrow Competition Art Installation, Monthly Art
Social meetups

Purpose, how will your project/event positively impact the citizens and/or businesses in Poolesville

and meet the required criteria?
We provi f ces for Queer youth an ults t ther, celebrate their

identities, and build friendships - combating isolation. We also provide
education for youth, adults, and business owners. And we connect Queer
community members with resources available from the county and state.

3. Project Location, Date & Time Information

Project Location:
Pride Fest - Locals - June 13th 4-8pm, Poolesville Day,
Scarecrow Competition Fri Oct 2nd, Art Social Meetups
first fridays of every month at Locals 5-7pm

Date:

Time:

4. Funding Request Information, Itemize expenditure types and amounts (How funds will be spent)

We request $3,500 from the Town of Poolesville. Please see the budget and
expenditures from 2025. We will repeat the same events and activities as our
budget allows.

5. Results

Who will prepare financial reports showing expenditures and how will the success of your
project/event will be measured:

Treasurer: Sarah Paksima
Success of events measured by attendance and feedback from participants.
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Sarah Paksima
Annual Poolesville Pride Fest in June, Annual Poolesville Day Parade and Booth, Annual Scarecrow Competition Art Installation, Monthly Art Social meetups

Sarah Paksima
We provide safe spaces for Queer youth and adults to gather, celebrate their identities, and build friendships - combating isolation. We also provide education for youth, adults, and business owners. And we connect Queer community members with resources available from the county and state.

Sarah Paksima
Pride Fest - Locals - June 13th 4-8pm, Poolesville Day, 
Scarecrow Competition Fri Oct 2nd, Art Social Meetups 
first fridays of every month at Locals 5-7pm

Sarah Paksima
We request $3,500 from the Town of Poolesville. Please see the budget and expenditures from 2025. We will repeat the same events and activities as our budget allows.

Sarah Paksima
Treasurer: Sarah Paksima
Success of events measured by attendance and feedback from participants.


W Sam Cooper, President 2/9/2026

Signature of Authorized Person For the Organization Date

0 Approved 0 Denied

Comments:

Signature: Date:
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Sarah Paksima
2/9/2026

Sarah Paksima
Sam Cooper, President


Poolesville Pride Club Report 2025

On behalf of the Poolesville Pride Club we’d like to thank the Town of Poolesville, MoCo Pride
Center, and the residents and businesses of Poolesville and the Ag Reserve for their support.

1. January 2025: Initiation of monthly Art Social meetups at Locals
a. Monthly meetup hosting between 8-24 participants each month
2. May 2025: The Garage local artist festival - booth
3. May 2025: Taste of Riverworks booth
a. Shared recent activities with local artists and politicians
4. June 2025: Poolesville Town Pride Month resident testimony before Poolesville Town
Commissioners and pride flag displayed on the electronic signboard all month
5. June 2025: Pride Fest 2025 at Locals
a. Annual event to celebrate Pride Month, included attendees from County and
State representatives, local non-profit leaders, 18 different artists and vendors,
sponsorship from Riverworks, and an estimated 3,000 residents throughout the
day.
6. MoCo County Pride Celebration - booth
7. September 2025 Poolesville Day participation
a. 17 participants in the parade
b. We handed out over 500 mini-flags and distributed hundreds of stickers and
signed-up dozens of folks to our mailing list.
8. October 2025 WUMCO ScareCrow competition
a. 15 participants gathered to create our first place scarecrow art installation - “Pink
Bony Club” - we won an award for a half-page Ad in our local paper The
Monocacy Monocle
9. October 2025 Rocky Horror Picture Show Screening
a. 36 participants gathered at our Old Town Hall for a Rocky Horror Picture Show
Screening
10. December 2025 Pride Basket for WUMCO
a. Donations and/or purchases from different local queer artists and creators to
create a basket to raise money for WUMCO

Appendix
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Poolesville Pride Club Booth at The Garage Pride Fest - local youth artist venue - Boyds, MD




Pride Fest 2025



Pride Fest 2025

Pride Fest 2025
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Drag Story Hour - Pride Fest 2025 - “Bella Naughty”
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Pride Fest 2025 - Baby Chicks Station - local farmer Mark Walter
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Conversations with Queer Student Union 2024-2025

Letter from QSU to the Town as read by Mehrsa Paksima May 2024 - inspired the pride
flag on display on the electronic signboard for the first time in June 2025 :

To the Commissioners of Poolesville,

We are students at Poolesville High School. Some of us are residents of Poolesville, and some
of us commute from other parts of the county to PHS every day for school. We love our school
and appreciate the teachers, businesses, and community that support us. We are writing to you
with a simple request: please wave a Pride flag proudly next to the American flag on Whalen
Commons.

Pride flags are a symbol of inclusivity, not only for the Queer community - but for anyone who
has ever felt like they weren’t part of the majority.A community that advertises its inclusivity not
only supports the queer community, but also send a message of welcome to other underrepresented
groups. Waving a Pride flag year round is a statement of solidarity - it sends a clear message of



shared values, whereas waving a Pride flag only in the month of June feels like a seasonal
decoration or a token gesture to appease the Queer community.

The American flag is an aspirational symbol - from the beginning, when this country was
founded, the freedom and rights represented by the American flag only included white,
land-owning men. The struggle to help America realize its aspiration of true equity and freedoms
is ongoing - and is real and present for the LGBTQIA+ community. All we are fighting for are the
basic rights of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” There are many places in the United
States where these basic rights are still denied to Queer kids. Fortunately we don't live
somewhere like Florida - instead we live here in Maryland where we generally feel safe...as long
as we’re quiet and stay somewhat hidden.

When we make ourselves visible - come out to family, friends, our community - we frequently
experience subtle forms of violence ranging from family rejection or hateful words from people
online who believe our very existence is a threat to their own beliefs to fellow students who
refuse to use our pronouns or names or parents who still hope we will become someone
different. Safe spaces, like the Queer Student Union (QSU) and Project Uplift, have been a
lifeline. Many of us felt alone and isolated in elementary and middle school where there were no
gathering spaces for Queer students and a health curriculum that made us feel “othered” rather
than “normal.” Putting up a Pride Flag in the center of town is like a beacon to every kid who
feels alone - it says “we see you, you're not alone, you are part of us.”

The act of not putting up a Pride Flag in the center of town does the opposite. It makes
Poolesville complicit to the loud and homophobic minority and it plays into stereotypes of rural
communities. Our friends from “down county” often tease us about going to school in a “hick
town” - but that’s not Poolesville at all. Some people think that open communities that embrace
queer kids only exist in urban settings - but that has not been our experience. Poolesville has
been a very welcoming community. Poolesville’s homey nature lends itself to community
solidarity. Putting up a Pride flag would send a visible message affirming what we have
experienced to be widely held community values of inclusivity and openness.

We know there will always be people opposed to our cause. We anticipate the angry messages
from trolls online and are aware of the potential for our Pride flag to be vandalized. Of course
this is hurtful - but it's more hurtful when our allies do nothing. We hope you will prioritize our
safety and our well-being instead. Raising a flag is a visible act of solidarity that helps us feel
safer and more welcome despite the discomfort caused by a hateful minority . We are brave,
strong, and resilient - we recreate things and through art reclaim and transform hate and
destruction into something beautiful. And we can do this as long as we have adults and safe
spaces to get through those hard moments together. As queerkids, we often look at the world
from a different perspective. We are asking you to do the same - to see an opportunity to plant
seeds of love where there might be hate. And most importantly, to be leaders who stand up for
us, by waving the Pride flag, until we are old enough to do the same for those who follow.

Sincerely, The Poolesville High School Queer Student Union



Letter from QSU to Local Businesses composed in 2024 and distributed again in July 2025
when Pride Club presented to the Poolesville Area Chamber of Commerce:

To the Businesses, Churches, and Residents on the Main Street of Poolesville,

We are students at Poolesville High School. Some of us are residents of
Poolesville, and some of us commute from other parts of the county to PHS
everyday for school. We love our school and appreciate the teachers,
businesses, and community that support us. We are writing to you with a simple
request: paint a rainbow, hang colorful lights, put up a pride flag, place pride
stickers in your front windows or displays - celebrate Pride month with us and
help us know where the safe spaces are in Poolesville.

Pride gestures are symbols of inclusivity, not only for the queer community - but
for anyone who has ever felt like they weren'’t part of the majority. A community
that is safe and inclusive of queer students is also a community that is safe and
inclusive for students who are neuro-diverse, disabled, or anyone who
sometimes feels like the world wasn’t built for them. Consider waving a Pride flag
year round as a statement of solidarity - it sends a clear message of shared
values.

When we make ourselves visible - come out to family, friends, our community -
we frequently experience subtle forms of violence ranging from family rejection or
hateful words. Safe spaces, like the Queer Student Union (QSU), Project Uplift,
and community spaces that publicly support us - have been a lifeline. Many of us
felt alone and isolated in elementary and middle school where there were no
gathering spaces for Queer students. Putting up a Pride Flag or a Poolesville
Pride Sticker is like a beacon to every kid who feels alone - it says “we see you,
you're not alone, you are part of us - and you are welcome here!”

Thank you!!

Poolesville High School Queer Student Union

Taste of Riverworks May 2024
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It was a great day for the Sugarloaf
Citizens” Asspciation! See more pics in
Family Album on page 2.

WLMCO) is preparing o special
summer program for Prose in need.
Tidbits on page 8 will explain what
il s all abont.

From the guife young fo adulis,
Poolestille wins enthralled by
HGCHT s performance al Whalen
Crommmunrs. More piciures in Cenler
Stage on pege 13

She is a sconfing piomeer. Pond owt
It on page 15,
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Commissioners Commemorate Pride Day and Vote on
Final Commemorative Flag Policy

At their Jume 3 regular mesting, the
commissioners of the Town of Pooles-
ville invited the public to celebrage
Pride Day with them and adopted a
proclamation  acknowledging  the
impaortance of the event. The hearing
room was packed with dtizens sup-
porting the observance of Pride Day,
many of whom alse spoke. The com-
mission also once again discussed the
commemarative flag policy they have
been working on for some weeks. They
did mit come to a resoltion but made
some progress in reaching a consensus
and agreed to discuss the issae again.

During their second June mesting
(lune 17), the commissioners had an
extended discussion about the com-
memarative flag policy and voted te
adopt an amended version of the poalicy.

Whille there was a large gathering of
supporters for Pride Day on June 3, at
least one local resident spoke out

apainst focusing on what he called
“social iggues” He said that “diversity
can make the country divided and not
united.” He urged the commissioners
to reconsider their suppart.

The commissioners also considered
the Public Improvements Agreement
ar PIA for the Donegan property on
the corner of Fisher and Wooton
Avenues., A PIA i3 an agreement a
developer signs  that  outlines  the
various  public  improvements  the
company will install on a given prop-
erty, such as streets, curbs, and sewer
and water connectons. A developer
builds  public  infrastructune like
this and., when the development is
completed, turns it over to the town
for ongoing maintenance.

Acrording to 2 summary of the PLA,
the development will have thirty-eight
townhouses  and  will  be  called
“Poolesville Crossing.” In the vote to

By Link Hoewing

approve the PLA, one commissioner,
leff Eck. woted against it, saving he
did not like the way the townhouses
looked in the schematics and drawings.

After the vote, the commissiomers
returned to a discussion of the Pooles-
ville Pride proclamation and listened
o speakers discussing the event and
their views about community attitudes
towards LGETDH citizens.

Sam Cooper, the head of Poolesville
Pride and also the founder of The Well
{a space in Foolesville that encourages
growth, healing, and  refleckion),
remarked that he had grown up in
town and had felt lonely and isolated
in some instanoes as he was growing
up. He asked how many in the aodi-
ence are LGBTD+ or love someone
who is, and a large share of those
in attendance raised their hands. He

Continued on page 12

Celebrating the 75" Montgomery County Agricultural
Fair and Charles Linthicum, the Last Man Standing

By Kande Davis

As the county gears up to celebrate
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
Montgomery  County  Agricultural
Fair, the Morocle gives tribute to
Charles  Linthicum. At minety-nine
years ald, he is the last man standing
from the original Montgomery County
Agricultural Center Board.

Coming from a long line of tamily
dairy  tarmers, Chardes  was  the
voungest member of the original
board headed by legendary farmers,
|8 Barnsley, George Lechlider, and
Haoseoe Whipp. Sitting with Charles on
the front porch af his home, overlook-
ing acres of farmland with some beef
cattle in the background, it was easy to
understand his love of farming, the
land, and the family-oriented lifestyle
af baing a tarmer.

He fondly recalls those days of the
hard work of endless chares, starting
with milking the cows, cleaning the
barns, and planting crops in between.
At the time, be had a herd of sixty-four
cows that had to be attended to twice a
day, every day. He tomdly remembers
being helped by his mother's domestic
halper with those milking chores. Mot
surprisingly, the highlight of every
day was the lunch break, a meal
lovingly prepared by his mother first,
and then his wibe. Farms sucoeed by a
robust distribution of duties among
family members.

The
week-long fair, the largest single event
in the county, began modestly in
Rockville on February 16, 1945, when
World War Il looked to be on the verge
of ending. A group of thirkeen 4-H

origine of today's  grand

members and ag leaders met to plan a
d4-H livestock show with classes in

home economics included. The startup
group was led by just six men: Robert

inued on page 19.
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Commissioners Commemorate Pride Day and
Vote on Final Commemarative FI:G Pn!iq'

acknowledged the support of the town for the planned Pride Day event and also
said he did see it as a sign of growing inclusiveness,

Ume speaker said that there is still a “large psychelogical aspect of growing up
here, and 1 only had one teacher [ could talk to who understood me.”

The final speaker said that "no one wants to be marginalized or tolerated just
because of who we are. We'll always be here, and we are part of the fabric of our
community.” The speaker concluded, “Pride matters because we matter.”

One of the student leaders for the Queer Student Union at Poolesville High
School, Mehraa Paksima, read remarks the students had prepared. She urged the
town b ﬂ}' a 'Pridr,' ﬂ.'lg on Whalen Commons, She said, “The ﬂag Sy, We see
you, you matter, you are part of us.” " She went on, “It shows we have valwe and
demonstrates inclusiveness. It is a visual example that helps make us feel safer.”

Commissioner Martin Radigan suggested one option might be to fly the “All
Are Welcome Here™ flags that have been wsed by many groups to demonstrate
inclusiveness, After some discussion, though, it became clear that many felt that
fAying one flag like this that is not very specific is not a strong enough statement
of support

Commission President Jim Brown said he did not see the commissioners
operating out of a sense of fear but rather wanting te be prudent and careful. He
acknowledged that the town did want to avold unmecessary legal entanglements
but that is their responsibility as commissioners.

Virtually the entire commission meeting on June 17 was devoted to discussing
and, in the end, adopting a final version of the commemaorative flag policy. The
discussion centered on a fow key issues, including the question of how to adopt
a policy that is as carefully framed as possible to protect the town from Lawsuits.

Another issue that drew atention was how o come up with a list of
commemorative flags that would be displayed cach year.

Finally, the question of where to fly approved flags—on the existing town flag
pales, on the soon-to-be-completed electric display board on Whalen Commons,
or at some other location on town property (e.g. the park where the community
center is likely to be located) —was alse a significant sticking point.

Brown said that the key questions the commissioners needed to address are:
where and when displays of flags will be authorized by the town; the adoption
of a list of :ppn:lmcd commemorative events or hdidayx by the commissioners;
and whether or not individuals can ask that a hul:ida:,' be honored by ﬂ}'i.ns F
commemdarative ﬂng om public property. He went on to note that the draft policy
u‘nl}r allows a commissioner bo propose that a commemorative Fl.is be flown.
Citizens cannot make such a proposal to the town,

Radigan said he does not want to see “open season™ on the flying of
commemaorative flags by the town. He said he likes the approved list of events
that would merit the flying of llags because it is “open and shut™ and controls
how and when flags will be flown,

A concern was raised that the draft policy included language covering
“unscheduled events” suggesting that a process would be included to allow new
events or ]'|u|i|:|.a].':i to be included. All commissioners seemed to agree this
|anﬁuauuw:n oo permissive and decided to leave it out of the final 'Pu|:i|::|.'.

Eck remained concerned that the policy needed to be strong so it “boxed in”
the commission from too easily making changes. He said he thought that was in
the spirit of what the town attomey, Jay Gullo, had recommended,

In the end, the commissioners amended the policy to remove language about
“unscheduled events,” h:r‘Pt the :rq_uirrmmt in the draft that commissioners be
Euidrd.lvylhr]is! Frowm the I_l'brar}- nanngm—m. and deferred on dr,w:iding whaether
to allow flags to be flown on public Aagpoles. Until that issue is decided, flags
will be electronically displayed on the town’s sign board.

Eck was the only “no” vote. He said it was not a vote against the policy
but rather a vote not to move forward until the town attormey had given his

an.:l.»igm.dl’.

While the exact origin of the word “flag” is unknown, it first appears in English

in the late fifteenth century, Possible ariging inchede a variation of Middle English

fakken, *to flap, Mutter” which may further originate fram Old Morse flake, "to
fMicker, flutter, hang loose® These may be derived from Proto-Germanic flage, and
the Prote-Indo- European root plak ("o be flat™).

SERVICES: graphic design desktap publishing web desgn and web dev
branding copywriting video editing voice-overs
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Grand Marshal
Nominations for
Poolesville Day Open
By Link Hoewing

In 1992 Poolesville held its first
Prolecills Day. The event was a small
attair. but it continued to be held =ach
year, growing in sive and in the num
beer 0f vendoms, enbertainment venues,
and aftendess

Every vear cines that fime
pandemic

unkil Fhe
Poolesville  has
eelubrat

Poclesville, ik

atrurck

ahaerved ite annual fesh
ing the Town of
regidents, and the cammumities in the
Upeounty of which it is a part. This
year, Poalesville Day will take place
an September 21 from 10:00 a m. until
400 pom with activities, vendors, and
music spread from one end of Fisher
Averue  at Poolesville  Elementary
Sehool tn the Historic West End with
the Electrie Viehicle Shiw, and all peer
Whalen Commons

A hallmadk of Poolesville Thy has
always baen it parade down Posles
ville's main strest, Ficher  Avenue,
beginning at Poolesville Elementary
Schoal and ending at the comer of
intersection of Fisher Avenue and Wit
Willard Leading the parade
has always been the Grand Marshal,

Road

a pereon or group nominated by the
citizens who symbolizes community
itvolwement, leadership, and eomemit
ment bn hettering nur community
Grand Marshals are selocted hy the
Prnleaille Thay  Commites
naminatione submitted by residents
The committer uses a set of guidelines

from

Continued from page 4
Letter to the Editor

K2 Café and Poolesville Hardware,
thank you.

Thank you to the local businesses
who domated time or materials, Ashley
Signs, Balloeney Bin, DandyBee
Honey, and Kimbery Yourick; to the
local businesses whe spened up their
parking, Charles H. Jamison, LLC
and Anytime Fitness Poolesville; to
the local vendors who helped ws
pioneer  this  event  Foolesville
Design, LapCreativehub, Bannerbes
Company, Molly's Farm, Pressed by
leremy, Cueen of Beans Plant Based
Cooking, and mare.

To the performers who stepped up
to the stage to shane their talents,
including the Riverworks Art Center

The Monocacy Monocle

to consider the nominations and asks
those submitting the name of a person
or arganization to be Grand Marshal
to “describe a specific act or acks
(persanal or civic) of outstanding
service which has been  generally
recognized as placing the individual
or group (nominated) inoa category
well above others for susained and
distinguished service and  commit-
ment b the Town of Poolesville and its
surrounding areas.”

It is important bo note that the
guidelines do not specify that any
person or organization nominated has
to live in Poolesville or its surrounding
areas. The nomination is focused rath-
er on what the person or organization
has contributed o the health and
will-being of the Poolesville area. It is
possible, for example, that a county or
state official who does not live in our
area may have dome a lot to make the
lives of citizens in the Poolesville area
betier, for example, by introducing and
passing legislation that is extremely
beneficial o all of us.

Interestingly, not all nominess for
Grand Marshal have been individuals.
A number of organizations involved in
community service in the Poalesville
area have been nominated in the past.
lake Perking, a founder of Poalesville
Dy and its leader bor many years until
his death in 2007, was posthumaously
named Grand Marshal, and his aunt
and uncle appeared in the parade in
his place

Here

i the list of people or
arganizations who have been salected
for Grand Marshal, going all the way
back to 2004

IN23: Kenny Mallow, Local Contractor

Continued on page T

Resorve Wind Ensemble under the
direction  of Michells Palmer, our
lights and eound  expert  Michael
Stettes, and our MU and D] specialists
Von and  Feke with juunni; e
our  community  volunteers  wha
helped st up and take down for the
event, SooAnn Roberts and kids, Keir
Soderherg and family, |ennifer Singh
and  family, Rohin Lombard, and
many more, thank you

Finally, last but nog least, thank yon
to everyone whi came ok and spent
the svaning with ue You are what
makes our progressive rural eommu-
mity the special place that it is. Thank
your, sveryone, for showing up and
adding eolar to aur community!

Sarah Paksima
Torem of Poalesanlle famsm,
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Poolesville Scarecrow Competition 2025 - Pink Bony Club 1st Place

Funding Sources 2025

Town of Poolesville Community Grant
MoCo Pride Center

Nora Roberts Foundation

Gamma Mu Grant

Tegan and Sara Foundation

Private Donations (Mihm)

PrideFest 2025
Poolesville Day 2025
Screcrow & RHPS Movie 2025

$2,500.00
$13,825.00
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$500.00
$16,825.00
-$12,539.56
-$361.63
-$389.30




Total Remaining:

In Detail

Expenditures
2025
PRIDEFEST

Date

5/22

5/22
05/30

5/30

6/2/25

6/5/25

Vendor

Event
Insurance -
Stump
Insurance

PACC
membership
2025

Amazon Order
Posters
Printing
Monocacy
monacle - Ad
Cugini's Pizza
for Art

Workshop
JPMS

Dunkin Donuts
for Art
Workshop PHS

2x2 Stickers

Plow and Star
Farms baby
chicks

Grace Cotting -
MC/DJ

Jay Selway

Amazon Order
(crafts etc)

Amount

$3,534.51

Paid to Vendor
or
Reimbursed?

Stump

$245.00 Insurance - V

$105.00 PACC -V
$968.44 Sarah - R

$88.09 Sam -R

Monocacy

$450.00 Monacle -V

$91.58 Sarah - R

$41.17 Sarah - R

$254.43 Sam - R

$233.00 Sarah -R

$500.00 Grace -V
$100.00 Jay Selway - V

$1,008.79 Sarah - R

Check #

180

181

183

184

182

185

185

186

185

187
188

185



Riverworks $1,000.00 189

Ballooney Bin
6/11 Payment 1 $248.47 Sarah -R 185

COSTCO
chairs, table,
6/5/25 tent $1,250.72 Sarah - R 185

CVS candy,
sunblock, bug
6/11 spray, Gift Card $224.23 Sarah - R 185

John's
Hardware Duct
6/11 Tape $30.38 Sarah - R 185

Balooney Bin
6/16/25 Payment 2 $333.26 Sarah -R 185

Ixiana Wilmot
6/16/25 Photobooth $150.00 Sarah -R 185

Jacob Kelley
6/16/25 Drag Performer $250.00 Sarah -R 185

Michaels -
ribbon and
6/11/25 such - Kate $71.50 Sarah - R 191

Harris Teeter
mason jars
6/11/25 -Kate $57.00 Sarah -R 191

GSA Shirts to
5/13/25 Lisa Shartiger $88.00 Sarah -R 191

Pride tattoos &
5/22/25 paint - Amazon $21.00 Sarah -R 191

Juuni MC and
6/30/25 equiptment DJ $500.00 Sarah -R 191

Story Story
7/14/25 Tapestries $4,229.50 Tapestries - V 192

$12,539.56

Expenses
Poolesville
Day:

Candy &
Parade Ribbons

Mini Pride
Flags



Bags
Tattoos/Face

Club Info Booth Painting
Stickers
Pins

Total

Expenses:

WUMCO

Scarecrow

Competition

Social Gathering

and Art

Installation and

Rocky Picture

Horror Show

Movie Night
Walmart Art
Supplies
Dollar General
Snacks &
Supplies
Poolesville
Lawn John's
Hardware
RHPS Amazon

Total

$302.35

$59.28
$361.63 check # 192

$281.34

$38.63

$53.44
$15.89
$389.30 Check # 194

$362

389.3
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